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Water secure world free of poverty and hunger through sustainable rural development

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP & SIDE EVENT ON
“IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WATER-ENERGY-FOOD (WEF) NEXUS FOR
BUILDING RESILIENCE, ADAPTATION AND SUSTAINABLE

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT”
September 2025 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

During the Kuala Lumpur meeting, the WG-Nexus jointly organized the International Workshop of
WG-WEF-Nexus with IWMI-India and the South African National Committee on Irrigation and
Drainage on the theme ‘Implementation of the Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus for Building
Resilience, Adaptation, and Sustainable Socio-Economic Development’ on 7 September 2025.

The Workshop initially received 14 abstracts followed by 12 full papers. Seven authors presented
their work at the workshop followed by discussions. After the presentations, a panel of experts
conducted a discussion session led by VPH Yella Reddy & the Chairman on Future Directions and
discussed the Next WEF-Nexus workshop Themes. The full papers submitted to the workshop are
published as ICID proceedings and now available on the ICID website at: https://icid-
ciid.org/icid_data web/WIF4-ProcWS-WG-WFEN.pdf

The Workshop highlighted the inter-relations of SDGs and how they are linked to the WEF Nexus.
This was aimed to develop an inclusive and integrated governance framework towards the
realization of the SDGs. The sessions also discussed the application of interactive modelling tools
in basins of significant relevance. The Workshop highlighted the importance of policy and
governance mechanisms for implementing WEF solutions.

The Objectives of the workshop were:

e Present the current WEF Nexus models and frameworks, how they can inform decision-
making, and how to implement the WEF Nexus innovations and solutions.

e Present an inclusive and integrated framework towards the realization of the SDGs.

e Present application of trade-offs and tools to assess the WEF Nexus index in basins of
significant international relevance to prioritize innovations.

¢ Present Institutional and governance mechanisms to implement WEF solutions: WEF policy
scenarios & Operationalizing WEF Nexus.

The focus of the workshop was on the examples of the application of the Nexus at different scales,
the impact of Nexus application on Societies, Environment and Ecosystem and the impact of Climate
Change on the WEF-Nexus.

Following the workshop, the WG agreed on conducting a workshop next year 2026 in Marseille,
France. The discussion on WG-WFE_N workshop 2026 is summarized as follows:

Theme & Scope:

e Focus on the impact and benefits of the WEF Nexus at different scales.
¢ Bridge the gap between science, policy, and global initiatives.
e Incorporate socio-economic and cultural aspects in addition to technical approaches.
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o Highlight farmers’ perspectives: reducing vulnerability, improving income, and resource
savings.

The WG will shortly prepare a flyer to invite contribution to the 2026 WG-Nexus workshop in
Marseille, France.

Photo with the speakers

Parts of the Workshop Session
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