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APPENDIX IV [PCSO Item 7.2]

PREPARATORY MEETING FOR THE ESTABLISHING OF

ICID AMERICAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (AMRWG)
11 September 2025: 09:00-10:45 hours
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

ICID-CIID PRESENTED BY THE INTERIM CHAIRMAN

BACKGROUND

1. The International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) was established in 1950 and has currently a
network of more than 74-member countries around the world which includes Active and Associated. Different
geographical regions of the world have different characteristics defining their ecology and populations. The
member countries of ICID have been categorized in four regions, namely, Asia, Africa, America, and Europe.
Accordingly, in order to promote linkages and networking among the countries, four different working groups
under Permanent Committee on Strategy and Organization (PCSQO) have been established, namely, American,
Asian, African and European Regional Working Groups.

2. In order to achieve the larger goal of Food Security in the Latin American countries (South and Central
Americas), ICID’s 49" meeting of International Executive Council (IEC) approved the establishment of a Latin
American Regional Working Group (LARWG) in 1999 at Bali, Indonesia with seven countries (Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Guyana, Honduras, and Mexico) as its members. There is vast scope of water resources
development and its management in Americas as irrigated area in the region is only 46 million hectare which is
about only 16% of the total arable area of the region.

3. The LARWG was mandated to assist in the development of broad-based ICID National Committees in Latin
American countries; obtain and disseminate information on irrigation and drainage in these countries; organize
national and international discussions on relevant scientific and technical issues; and work as a catalyst for
promoting better contact with the ICID and other relevant international organizations. The most important task of
the LARWG was to identify organizations that could contribute to the development of irrigation and drainage in
the region.

4. The 4" Inter-Regional Conference on “Environment-Water: Competitive Use and Conservation Strategies for
Water and Natural Resources” was organized during 27-30 August 2001 at Brazil by the LARWG to focus on
environmental issues of the region. Prof. Dr. Chandra Madramootoo (Canada) shared several articles from Latin
American countries, which were published as country papers in the ICID Strategy document at the 2" World
Water Forum held at The Hague (2000). They were also included in CD-ROM brought out by ICID as a part of
Golden Jubilee Year celebrations (1999-2000). In 2000, Dr. Beltran (FAQ) distributed copies of FAO Water Report
20 titled ‘Irrigation in Latin American and the Caribbean in Figures’. The Brazilian National Committee of ICID
(ABID) also brought out a new issue of its Journal (ITEM) with a special article on ‘Irrigation of Coffee’ in 2000.
Later, in 2002, Chair Dr. Ricardo L. Brito (Brazil) contributed a paper on Brazil in the Special Event for the “Vision
on Water for Food and Rural Development” held during the 18" ICID Congress (2002) at Montreal, Canada.

5. The Group was re-established / renamed as ICID American Regional Working Group (AMRWG) in 2003 to
attract a wider participation from ICID National Committees in North, Central and South Americas with eight
countries (Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Guyana, Mexico and USA) as its members. In order to
encourage the Latin American countries, Italian National Committee of ICID (ITAL-ICID) had organized one-day
Seminar with the theme “Water for Food, Water and Health” on 25 February 2010 at National Research Council,
Italy under the leadership of VPH Lucio Ubertini (Italy). The seminar provided good opportunity for Latin American
Countries and their representatives to share information on their activities and explore further avenues for
cooperation with each other. The main objectives of the workshop were to share the links between water and
food, water and agriculture, water and development among the Latin American countries. The representatives of
Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Peru, Educator and Venezuela participated
in the workshop.

6. Keeping in view the mandate of AMRWG, the group focused on (1) the broad-basing of the ICID National
Committee in Latin American countries; (2) to organise national and international discussions on relevant scientific
and technical issues, and (3) to act as a catalyst for promoting better contact with other relevant international
organizations in the region. Later during Adelaide meetings (2012), Mr. Maurice Roos (USA) and Mr. Machel
Mierzwa from USA and Dr. Clarke Ballard (Australia) discussed ways to enthuse the countries in Americas to get
involved in the activities of the Commission. With this objective in mind, VPH Laurie C. Tollefson (Canada), who
was Vice-President In-charge of Americas (2012) communicated with several South American countries for
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reinvigorating the AMRWG. The AMRWG was closed in 2012 as there was not much response towards the
mandate of the group.

7. Given above, a Preparatory Meeting for establishing ICID American Regional Working Group (AMRWG) was
held on 15 August 2018 at Saskatoon, Canada. A Summary of the proceedings of the meeting is available
https://www.icid.org/69iec_agenda_2018.pdf (page # 57 to 54). Given that many National Committees (NCs)
from Americas have become inactive in ICID, it is worth exploring the opportunity to re-activate the NCs in the
region and re-establish the ICID American Regional Working Group, especially when the 76™ International
Executive Council (IEC) meetings has been scheduled from 7-13 September 2025 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

8. Chair Dr. Warren Helgaso (Canada) of the AMRWG may present the current status of the membership of the
group and explore ways to reinvigorate the membership of Latin countries.

9. Reactivation of National Committees in Americas: As a follow-up, ICID Central Office had communicated
with the National Committees (Associate Members) in Americas e.g. Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba,
Republic Dominican, Republic of Ecuador, Guyana, Republic of Honduras, Panama, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay,
Venezuela and requested their Ministry of Water Resources/ Agriculture to join the membership of ICID.
Accordingly, ICID Central Office had also contacted new countries of Anguilla, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda,
Belize, Bolivia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Haiti, Paraguay,
Puerto Rico, Trinidad & Tobago, Martinique, Monserrat, Nicaragua, Saint Lucia & Suriname and requested their
Ministry of Water Resources/ Agriculture / Embassies in India to join the membership of ICID. Responses are yet
to be received.

10. Dr. Vadim Sokolov (Uzbekistan), Vice President Incharge in Americas & Chair of PCSO and Interim Chair
Dr. Warren Helgason (Canada) will provide further updates during the meeting.

15t American Regional Conference in Canada in 2026 onwards: ICID Central Office has requested Dr.
Willemijn Appels, President of Canadian National Committee of ICID (CANCID) to take an initiative for the
Regional Conference in Canada in 2026.

In view of the above, ICID Central Office organized an online (virtual) meeting on 30 April 2025 with Dr. Willemijn
Appels and CANCID and USCID Executive Committee members for the Regional Conference in 2026 in Canada.
Dr. Willemijn Appels, President CANCID may provide latest status of the 15 American Regional Conference during
the AMRWG meeting on 11 September 2025 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

NOTES FOR CHAIRPERSON:

1. Draft minutes of this meeting to be submitted to ICID Secretariat at Kuala Lumpur after the meeting.
2. Chair to participate and present the AMRWG report to PCSO meeting on 11 September 2025.
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