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MINUTES OF THE 15T VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE
AFRICAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (AFRWG)
19 February 2025, 14:00 Hour (Indian Standard Time)

Presented by the Chairman

Year of Establishment: 1994

Mandate: To promote links and networking among the African countries as well as regional and
international institutions for enhancing cooperation and coordination, and to support integrated river basin
development, training and research issues, and information systems for African needs

Members Present: (1) VPH Dr. Mohamed Abd El Moneim Wahba, Chairman (Egypt); (2) Dr. Ismail
Elhassnaoui, Secretary (Morocco); (3) Eng. Jean Bernard Dambre (Burkina Faso); (4) Mrs. Salamata
Karambiri MIWENDE (Burkina Faso); (5) Eng. (Ms.) Omnia Hassan Ahmad Salem (Egypt); (6) Prof. Bartali
El Houssine (Morocco); (7) Eng.(Ms) Inimfon Archibong (Nigeria); (8) Dr. R.K. Gupta, Secretary General,
ICID Central Office (India).

New nominees: (i) Ing. (Ms.) Nadine YAOLIRE (Burkina Faso); (ii) Dr. Farid TRAORE (Burkina Faso)

Observers: (i) Dr.Winston Sataya (Malawi); (ii) Eng. Abdullahi Abdul Rahman (Nigeria); (iii) Eng.
Thubelihle Thebe (Zimbabwe); (iv) Mr. V Prakash, Asst. Program Officer, ICID Central Office (India)

Website: https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/AFRWG

1. The meeting commenced with a warm welcome from Chair Dr. Wahba, who introduced and
congratulated Dr. R.K. Gupta on his appointment as Secretary General of ICID.

2. Dr. Gupta expressed enthusiasm for working with the group and emphasized the importance of
collective contributions to the success of the African Regional Working Group.

3. Dr.Wahba then invited participants to introduce themselves and then started the meeting according to
the agenda as follows:

AFRWG Minutes Item 1: Brief about outputs of last WG meeting

4. Chair Dr.Wahba informed the group that the 35th meeting of the African Regional Working Group was
held on September 4, 2024, in Sydney, Australia, many members were unable to attend due to high travel
costs, but the meeting was chaired successfully by Vice President Dr. Sylvester and he appreciated too
much his great efforts in this meeting.

5. Dr. Wahba gave a brief of the outputs of the meeting:

¢ |CID Central office invitation for African countries for new memberships
e Suggested Webinars: Water Footprint and W-E-F Nexus

e Efforts to activate non-member African countries continue and actions are needed to attract
non-member African countries to join the ICID family.

e Morocco’s National Committee successfully supported Niger's membership in ICID, however,
challenges remain in securing participation from countries like Togo.

e Capacity-building efforts, including online courses, webinars, and training sessions.

e Progress on the Green Revolution in Africa position paper, which has been published and
circulated.

6. Chair Dr. Wahba and SG Dr. Gupta emphasized the need for direct engagement beyond formal letters
to encourage new memberships.

AFRWG Minutes Item 2: Activation of African country memberships and nomination of new WG
members

7.  Chair Dr. Wahba thanked and gave appreciation to Morocco NC for its great support and asked other
NCs to give similar support. Dr. Wahba shared with the members some proposed solutions:
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e Webinars and Training Programs: Offering free participation for non-member African countries to
expose them to ICID’s benefits.

e Private Sector Involvement: Engaging companies in water management, irrigation, and agriculture
to sponsor memberships.

e International Partnerships: Collaborating with donor organizations and projects that operate in
Africa to provide financial support.

8. Engr. Abdullahi Abdulrahman (Nigerian NC) informed the group that a meeting in Nigeria about this
topic could be arranged during the African Regional Conference to discuss it. Dr. Wahba raised the
problem of current fees for membership and it might need a reduction for African Countries. Chair Dr.
Wahba reminds all African NC Members to nominate two members and two YPs for membership in the

group.
AFRWG Minutes Item 3: Discussions about new ideas for future activities of Af-YWPeF.
9. Dr. Wahba shared with the members some ideas:

e Exchange of theses and papers

e Theses and papers banking - YP database

¢ Pilot Projects for advanced technologies

¢ In-site training for Young professional and technical staff

e Attracting private sectors in a win-win cooperation for technologies promoting
e Special Training Workshops

e Call for Sponsors for some events and activities

e Cooperation with partners for MSc and PhD scholarships

e Call for sponsors for African NC's membership in ICID

e Research needs and private sector cooperation - Research development and YP roles -
Utilizing YP in technologies promotion - Part-time contributions

o First African Young Professional Conferences: Irrigation & drainage and sustainable
Agricultural

e Organizing the biggest exhibition for advanced technologies for Irrigation and drainage.
10. Chair Dr. Wahba mentioned that the WG is working on new MoUs:

o National Institute of Field Crops — Tunisia
¢ Two institutes and a Research Centre in Uzbekistan
o Institute in Tajikistan
e Yangzhou University- China
11. Dr. Wahba explained that the most important is that after signing MoUs, we need actions to utilize any

opportunities to support our YPs and he gave an example of securing 15 scholarships for Master's and
PhD students through a new MOU with Yangzhou Chinese University.

12. SG Dr. Gupta added that not only training professionals, and webinars for young professionals, but he
suggested engaging YP in the events and ICID could share the list of Indian companies working in Africa to
be contacted.

13. Eng. Archibong (Nigeria) suggested organizing a three months course with a certificate in E-learning
with minimum fees for YP’s. After the discussion future actions could be:

e Webinars and Online Courses:

i A structured monthly webinar series for young professionals.

ii. Topics include Al in water management, smart irrigation, and sustainable agriculture.
e Internship Programs:

i A collaboration with Indian and international private companies to provide hands-on
training for young professionals.
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e Database for Research & Publications:

i. Creation of a repository of Master’s and PhD theses to facilitate knowledge exchange
among African professionals.

e  Sponsorship for Memberships:

i Seeking donors or organizations willing to finance memberships for African researchers
and engineers.

AFRWG Minutes Item 4: AFRWG - Webinars for 2025

14. Chair Dr.Wahba suggested the following topics: (a) Al in water resources management; (b) Al in
irrigation and drainage; (c) Smart irrigation technologies; (d) Areas suffering of salinization and sustainable
agriculture; (e) YP-Thesis webinars; and (f) YP- Projects webinar.

15. SG Dr. Gupta suggested the following: (a) loT and application; (b) Water conservation in different
areas in arid and semi-arid areas; (c) Program and structural in the webinar + 2 YP in the webinar and
Good research works, good knowledge about their countries.

16. Future Webinars & Technical Training:

e Al and loT Applications in Water Resource Management.

e Sustainable Water Harvesting in Arid and Semi-Arid Regions.
o  Water Security and Climate Adaptation Strategies.

o Research Presentations by Young Professionals.

17. Next Steps:

e A structured webinar calendar will be developed.
e Young professionals will be invited to present their research and fieldwork.
e Partnerships with private sector companies and universities will be pursued.

AFRWG Minutes Item 5: Final arrangements for the 6th African Regional Conference on Irrigation
and Drainage, 14-18 April 2025, Nigeria (NINCID)

18. The Local Organizing Committee reported ongoing preparations for the conference in Nigeria. Some
funding challenges remain, and efforts are underway to secure additional sponsors. The working group
pledged full support to ensure a successful event. A Young Professionals Workshop will be integrated into
the conference.

19. Action Points:

e The Technical Committee will finalize logistical details.
e The ICID Secretary General will follow up on invitations sent to organizations
e The progress is going well and invitations were sent

AFRWG Minutes Item 6: Hosting the 7th African Regional Conference

20. Discussions began on which country should host the 7th African Regional Conference.
Encouragement for Francophone African countries to host, particularly Niger, Senegal, and Tunisia. South
Africa was also identified as a potential host.

21. Action Plan: ICID and regional committees will reach out to potential host countries and assess their
willingness.

AFRWG Minutes Item 7: Brief about Water Witness international and potential collaboration to
water footprint, water accountability, and governance (Dr. Ismael
Elhassanoui)

22. Dr. Ismail (Water Witness, UK and Secretary of ARWG) presented a proposal for collaboration,
focusing on:

o Water footprint assessment and governance strategies.
e Capacity building for African policymakers and businesses.
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e Joint research projects on water accountability.

e A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with ICID was proposed, and a separate meeting will be
arranged to formalize this partnership.

AFRWG Minutes Item 8: Any other business

23. About the 7th conference of the Pan African Society for Agricultural Engineering, Prof. Elhussein
Bartali (Vice Chair of Moroccan NC) explained in brief that Morocco NC is organizing the event from 22-24
October 2025, in Morocco and it will be under the theme “Water Management for Sustainable and Resilient
Agriculture”. Also, he informed the group that Key topics are:

e Policy frameworks

e Water mobilization

¢ New technologies in agriculture
¢ Soil and water conservation

24. Also, he confirmed that the event will have low registration fees ($175 for students, $350 for
professionals), simultaneous translation will be provided and the event will be under the collaboration with
South African Society of Engineers and the Alliance for Modernizing African Agriculture.

25. Closing Remarks

e  Chair Dr. Wahba and SG Dr. Gupta thanked all attendees for their contributions.
e Emphasis was placed on:

o Strengthening membership outreach and support.

o Expanding webinars and research collaboration.

o Ensuring successful events in Nigeria and Morocco.

o The meeting adjourned with a commitment

Thubelihle Thebe Abdulrahman Omnia Salem YAOLIRE

Dambre




