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MINUTES OF THE FIRST VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE 
ASIAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (ASRWG) 

10 March 2025, 14:00 Hours (Indian Standard Time) 

 
Members attended: (1) VPH Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe, Chair (Japan); (2) Dr. Vijay K Labhsetwar, Vice Chair (India); 
(3) Dr.  Aynur Fayrap, Secretary (Turkey); (4) Ms. Li Ruoxi (China); (5) VPH Dr. Mochammad Amron (Indonesia); 
(6) Dr. Masaomi Kimura (Japan); (7) Mr. Toru Okuda (Japan); (8) Mr. Sanjeeb Baral (Nepal); (9) Mr. Ahmed Kamal 
(Pakistan) represented by PANCID; (10) Prof. (Ms.) Kyung Sook Choi (South Korea); (11) Prof. Dr. (Ms.) Nutchanart 
Sriwongsitanon (Thailand); (12) Dr. Noppadon Kowsuvon (Thailand). 
 
Observer: (i) VP Dr. Bakhrom Gaforzoda (Tajikistan); (ii) Mr. Sharif Mahmudov (Tajikistan); (iii) VPH Mr. Chaiwat 
Prechawit (Thailand); (iv) Dr. Rasu Suepsahakarn (Thailand); (v) V Prakash, ICID Central Office (India). 

 
ASRWG Minutes Item 1: Review of the outcomes from the 31st meeting of ASRWG in Sydney (04 

September 2024) 
 
1. Chair Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe welcomed all participants to the 1st virtual meeting of the year and invited Vice 
Chair Dr. Vijay Labhsetwar to take the floor and present the outcomes of the Sydney meeting. Dr. Labhsetwar 
emphasized the success of the Sydney meeting and provided a brief summary on the following topics.  
 
2. The publication of the ASRWG, titled "Irrigation and Drainage for Food Security in Asia”, included technical 
reports from Sri Lanka, the Chinese Taipei Committee, Australia, Turkey, China, India, Indonesia, South Korea, and 
Japan. Additionally, two reports from international organizations, namely IWMI and ADB, had been incorporated. 
The e-book was officially released during a special ceremony at the 9th Asian Regional Conference and the 75th 
IEC Meeting on 02 September 2024 at ICC Sydney, Australia. It is now available for download on the ICID website.  

 
3. An international workshop titled "Agricultural Water Management for Food Security: More Than Modernization" 
was held on 01 September 2024. The event was organized by IACID in cooperation with ASRWG. The workshop 
was supported and coordinated by Mr. Michael Scobie from the University of Southern Queensland, Australia and 
the opening remarks were delivered by Prof. Tsugihiro Watanabe, Vice President of ICID and Chair of ASRWG. 
The speakers at the workshop included Mr. Richard McLoughlin, former Australian government officer (National 
Water Commission); President Hon. Gao Zhanyi (China); Mr. Steve Attard, Agritech Solutions; Mr. Yaozhou Zhou, 
ADB; Mr. Erik Schmidt, Industry Fellow, University of Southern Queensland; Dr. Alok Sikka, IWMI Representative 
for India & Bangladesh; Mr. Peter Smith, Sapphire Irrigation Consulting; and Dr. Vijay Labhsetwar, Vice Chair 
ASRWG. A Short Technical Note on the workshop has been published in ICID News Update (December 2024). The 
Central Office may circulate the Technical Note with the group members shortly.  

 
4. The Internal Workshop on "Irrigation and Drainage for Food Security in Asia" was successfully held during 
Session-II of the Annual Meeting on 04 September 2024. During the workshop, relevant members and authors 
presented their findings based on their submissions. The session was well attended, with no vacant seats available. 
Chair Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe opened the workshop, followed by opening remarks from H.E. Mr. Kenji Seiyama 
(MAFF, Japan). The speakers included Mr. Yaozhou Zhou (representing Mr. Lance Gore, ADB), Dr. Alok Sikka 
(IWMI Representative – India & Bangladesh), Mr. Momir Vraines (IACID), Ms. Li Ruoxy (representing Dr. Dang Ping, 
China), Mr. Toru Okuda (Japan), Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar (India), VPH Dr. Mohammad Amron (Indonesia), Mr. 
Seulgi Lee (representing Prof. Dr. Kyung-Sook Choi, South Korea), and Dr. Tony Chih-Sheng Chen (Chinese Taipei 
Committee). Unfortunately, Dr. (Ms.) Aynur Fayrap (Turkey) and Eng. (Ms.) Janaki Meegastenna (Sri Lanka), who 
contributed to the technical report, were unable to attend in person to deliver their presentations.  

 
5. It is proposed to continue the strategy of organizing the Internal Workshop at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 2025 
as well to bring-in more contributions from the remaining Asian National committees and publish Part-II thereby 
enriching the previous experience.  

 
6. Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar, then, shared a short Video showing contributions from the members of ASRWG during 
Sydney meetings. 
 
ASRWG Minutes Item 2: Planning for the supporting event (Special Session) at WIF4 in Kuala Lumpur, 

September 2025 
 
7. On the side-lines of INWEPF Meeting (2024) in Bangkok, the Chair Dr. Watanabe had discussed the proposal 
of organizing a supporting event of ASRWG with THAICID in presence of President Dr. Marco Arcieri. After giving 
a brief explanation about the supporting event planned to be held in Kuala Lumpur in September 2025, the Chair 
invited Prof. Dr. (Ms.) Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon (Thailand) to give a presentation outlining the event's key aspects. 
Dr. Nutchanart provided detailed information (scope and objectives) about the Special Session titled (tentative) 
"Optimizing Water Use in Paddy Irrigation with Advanced Sensing Technology”.  Dr. Nutchanart emphasized that 
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the integration of advanced technologies, including remote sensing, IoT sensors, UAVs (drones), data analytics and 
machine learning, has been transforming water management in Paddy by enabling precise monitoring and efficient 
resource utilization. She expected that this session may explore the transformative potential of these technologies 
in paddy irrigation, highlighting their applications and benefits.  
 
8. Currently, following presentations have been proposed: (1) "Advanced Sensing Technologies toward Irrigation 
Water Allocation in Northern Rangsit Operation and Maintenance Project, THAILAND" by Dr. Noppadon Kowsuvan 
from Royal Irrigation Department; (2) "Application of Satellite-based IrriSAT for Precision Irrigation Water 
Management in the Klong Suan Mak Subbasin, THAILAND" by Dr. Rasu. More international speakers (WB, IWMI, 
FAO, ADB, APWF) may be invited in due course of time. 

 
9. The proposed duration of the event is 90 minutes and it will be formatted as a special session and a panel 
discussion will be held as a part of it. Chair Dr. Watanabe stated that more international speakers will be invited to 
contribute to the special session, and there will be no call for papers issued.  

 
10. Chair Dr. Watanebe suggested setting up a Task Team (TT) for organizing the event. The TT may be 
composed of the following volunteered members: (1) Team Leaders - Dr. (Ms.) Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon and Dr. 
Noppadon Kowsuvon (Thailand), (2)   Prof. (Ms.) Kyung Sook Choi (South Korea), (3) Ms. Li Ruoxi (China), (4) Mr. 
Sharif Mahmudov (Tajikistan), (5) Members from Malaysia (Mr. Mohamad Radzi Bin Abdul Talib)  (6) VPH Dr. 
Mochammad Amron (Indonesia), (7) Mentors - VPH Mr. Chaiwat Prechawit (Thailand) and Vice Chair Dr. Vijay 
Labhsetwar.  

 
ASRWG Minutes Item 3: Planning for the Internal Workshop during the 76th IEC meeting at WIF4 in 

Kuala Lumpur, September 2025 
 
11. Chair Dr. Watanabe reiterated that the 76th IEC meeting will be held in Kuala Lumpur from 07-13 September 
2025 and as per ICID schedule, the ASRWG meeting will be held on 11 September 2025. The first session (I) of 
the meeting will cover the regular agenda items, and the Internal Workshop will be held during the second session 
(II). The Chair proposed the theme for the workshop as “Urgent Issues in Irrigation and Drainage in the Asian Region: 
ASRWG’s Immediate Action Plan”.  The Chair then summarized the purpose and scope of this Internal Workshop. 
He further added that the consideration of the technical reports from the National Committees not included in the 
2024 publication is also an option. In other words, more Asian National Committees will be invited for their Technical 
Reports thereby enriching the previous experience. Albeit Nepal (Mr. Sanjeeb Baral), Thailand and Pakistan (Mr. 
Aziz) have expressed their willingness to contribute. 

 
12. The following action plan is proposed: 

 
(a) Develop and finalize the Internal Workshop plan, including proposals on presenters by the WG office-

bearers.  
(b) 2nd Virtual Meeting: Aim to finalize the workshop plan and program during the next virtual WG meeting 

(anticipated in May 2025).  
(c) 3rd Virtual Meeting: Monitor progress and finalise scheduled presenters. Report on readiness during the 

virtual meeting (anticipated in July 2025). 
(d) The Chair requested that ASRWG member countries, who have not contributed so far, to contribute their 

technical reports and make a 10 minutes presentation in the Internal Workshop as above. 
 

ASRWG Minutes Item 4:  Discussion on future ASRWG activities and mid-to-long-term plans 
 
13. This issue could not be taken up for paucity of time.  

 
ASRWG Minutes Item 5: Any Other Business  
 
14. THAICID membership – A Representative from THACID informed that Dr. Arthon Suttigarn has now retired 
from Government Services. Vice Chair Dr. Vijay requested THACID to send a new nomination besides continuing 
the membership of Dr. Arthon Suttigarn, as there is a provision to have more numbers of members from the same 
country.    
 
15. The Chair, Dr. Watanabe, expressed his appreciation to the Australian National Committee, which 
unfortunately could not attend this virtual meeting, for their contributions - especially their financial support during 
the activities and the ASRWG’s 9th Asian Regional Conference in September 2024 in Sydney. The Chair then 
thanked the members and Central Office for their support and cooperation before concluding the meeting. 

 
 
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GROUP PHOTO OF THE ASRWG ONLINE MEETING HELD ON 10 MARCH 2025 
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