
 

 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 

    
Minutes of the 3rd VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE  

ASIAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (ASRWG) 
 

25 JULY 2025, 14:30-15:30 Hours (Indian standard time) 
 
Members Present: (1) VPH Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe, Chair (Japan); (2) Dr. Vijay K Labhsetwar, Vice Chair 
(India); (3) Dr. Aynur Fayrap, Secretary (Türkiye); (4) Ms. Li Ruoxi - Young Professional (China); (6) Dr. Ray-
Shyan, Wu (Chinese Taipei Committee); (7) VPH Dr. Mochammad Amron (Indonesia); (8) Dr. Masaomi 
Kimura (Japan); (9) Mr. Toru Okuda (Japan); (10) Mr. Ather Hameed (Pakistan); (11) Prof. (Ms.) Kyung Sook 
Choi (South Korea); (12) Eng. (Ms.) Janaki Meegastenna (Sri Lanka); (13) Mr. Sharif Mahmudov (Tajikistan); 
(14) Mr. Arthon Suttigarn (Thailand); (15) Prof. Dr. (Ms.) Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon (Thailand); (16) Mr. 
Egemen Gursoy (Türkiye). 
 
Observers: (i) Dr. Vikas Goyal (ADB); (ii) Dr. Alok Sikka (IWMI); (iii) Mr. Shin Takano (Japan); (iv) Mr. Toshiki 
Fujimoto (Japan); (v) Dr. Farkhod Akhmatov (Tajikistan) 
 

Minutes Item 1: Review of who is coming for the meetings (WIF4) at Kuala Lumpur 

1. At the outset, the Chair welcomed all participants and requested them to confirm their presence for the 
upcoming WG meeting in September 2025 at Kuala Lumpur. The following members have confirmed their 
participation: 
 

1) VPH Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe (Japan) 
2) Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar (India) 
3) Ms. Li Ruoxi - Young Professional (China) 
4) Dr. Ray-Shyan, Wu (Chinese Taipei Committee) 
5) VPH Dr. Mochammad Amron (Indonesia) 
6) Dr. Masaomi Kimura (Japan) 
7) Mr. Toru Okuda (Japan) 
8) Mr. Shin Takano (Japan), SG - JNCID 
9) Mr. Toshiki Fujimoto (Japan) 
10) Eng. (Ms.) Janaki Meegastenna (Sri Lanka) 
11) Prof. (Ms.) Kyung Sook Choi (South Korea) 
12) Mr. Sharif Mahmudov (Tajikistan) 
13) Prof. Dr. (Ms.) Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon (Thailand) 
14) Mr. Arthon Suttigarn (Thailand) 
15) Ms Alexia Michels in place of Dr. Vikas Goyal (ADB) 
16) Dr. Alok Sikka (IWMI) 

 
Looking forward to a fruitful meeting at KL. 
 
Minutes Item 2: Planning for the Special Session (SE 13) 
 
2. Dr. Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon (Thailand), Chair of TT and Coordinator of SS presented the tentative 
program and structure of the Special Session to the members. All respective speakers in the Special Session 
were informed of their participation in the Special Session. Vice Chair Dr. Vijay Labhsetwar further advised 
the members to contact Dr. Nutchanart via email for clarifications, if any. He also stated that the final version 
of the program would be announced in due course of time. The summary of the presentations and Q&A from 
this Special Session will be introduced and discussed at WG meeting, including the Internal Workshop. 
 
Minutes Item 3: Planning for the Internal Workshop 
 
3. Vice Chair Dr. Labhsetwar provided explanations regarding the structure of the second session of the 
annual meeting, the Internal Workshop. He informed that two country case studies—one from Nepal and the 
other from Uzbekistan— have been reviewed and are currently being finalised by the respective members. 
He also requested that members from both countries may prepare presentations for the Internal Workshop at 
Kuala Lumpur. Dr. Labhsetwar further stated that ADB and IWMI could also contribute to the internal workshop 



 

with their perspectives on irrigation and drainage issues in the Asian region along with related projects and 
initiatives for food security. 
 
4. The Chair Dr. Watanabe emphasized that the group has to further update the WG Action Plan towards 
ICID Vision 2023. Later in the meeting, the Chair presented a brief which he prepared based on his analyses 
of the previously published country/committee technical reports on 'Irrigation and Drainage for Food Security'. 
The brief included issues such as new challenges in evolving country strategies and research & development 
in water management for food security from international and national perspectives. The analysis in this 
technical report will be introduced during discussions on pressing issues in the field of irrigation and drainage 
in the Asian Region at the internal workshop. 
 
Minutes Item 4: Any other business  
 
5. The Chair brought the meeting to a close by announcing that the email communication would remain 
available for matters pertaining to both the workshop and special session until the Kuala Lumpur meeting, 
while expressing sincere hope that more than 16 members may show up at the KL meeting. 
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