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2nd VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE 
ASIAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (ASRWG) 
28 MAY 2025, 14:30 Hours (Indian standard time) 

 
Members present: (1) VPH Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe, Chair (Japan); (2) Dr. Vijay K Labhsetwar, Vice 
Chair (India); (3) Dr. Aynur Fayrap, Secretary (Turkey); (4) Dr. Robin Kumar Biswas (Bangladesh); (5) 
Ms. Li Ruoxi (China); (6) Dr. Ray-Shyan, Wu (Chinese Taipei Committee); (7) Mr. Rajni Kant Agrawal, 
Direct Member, WAPCOS Limited (India); (8) Dr. Arvind Kumar, Direct Member, IWF (India) 
represented by Mrs. Shweta Tyagi; (9) Eng. (Ms.) Zainab Saleem (Iraq); (10) Dr. Masaomi Kimura 
(Japan); (11) Mr. Toru Okuda (Japan); (12) Mr. Sanjeeb Baral (Nepal); (13) Mr. Ather Hameed 
(Pakistan); (14) Prof. (Ms.) Kyung Sook Choi (South Korea); (15) Eng. (Ms.) Janaki Meegastenna (Sri 
Lanka); (16) Mr. Sharif Mahmudov (Tajikistan); (17) Mr. Arthon Suttigarn (Thailand); (18) Prof. Dr. (Ms.) 
Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon (Thailand); (19) Dr. Noppadon Kowsuvon (Thailand) 
 
Observers: (i) Representative from Nepal; (ii) VPH Chaiwat Prechawit (Thailand); (iii) Aunmanee-IDI 
(Thailand); (iv) Chanphit (Thailand); (v) Farkhod Akhmatov; (vi) Jumnong P. 
 
Minutes Item 1: Review of the WG membership 

 
1. Chair and VPH Watanabe welcomed the participants attending the 2nd virtual meeting and 
presented the list of participating members from the eight group meetings (Physical and Virtual) held 
over the past two years (from 07 October 2022 to 10 March 2025). It was informed that the Central 
Office (CO) alerted the members who have been not available for 2 years or more and invited their NCs 
to nominate fresh replacement members. The CO also invited NCs to nominate fresh members where 
no country representatives were available.   
 
2 Since Mr. Ahmed Kamal (PANCID) has retired, Mr. Ather Hameed was nominated as his 
replacement by PANCID. Mr. Hameed, who is also the Chair of the PANCID, introduced himself to the 
participants.  
 
3. Among the three nominated members from Tajikistan, Dr. Sharif Mahmudov was present and 
introduced himself. As far as the other nominees, Dr. Bakhrom Gaforzoda and Mr. Yuldoshev Umedjon, 
were not present at the meeting, and they were considered as Provisional Members for the time being.  
 
4. The above memberships have been reviewed by the Office Bearers of the WG, and following the 
Group’s approval of the new memberships, they would be submitted to the Permanent Committee for 
Technical Affairs (PCTA) during the upcoming Annual Meeting in September 2025 at Malaysia for final 
approval. 
 
5. The CO is requested to send reminders to NCs for nominating replacement/fresh members who 
have not responded so far. 
 
Minutes Item 2: Planning for the Special Session (SE-13) 
 
6. The Side Event, planned as a Special Session (SS), will be held during 14:00 to 15:30 hours on 
10 September 2025 in Kuala Lumpur, within the framework of WIF4. Dr. Nutchanart Sriwongsitanon 
(Thailand), the Chair of the Task Team, provided detailed information regarding the SS while sharing 
the poster on "Optimising Water Use in Paddy Irrigation with Advanced Sensing Technology".  She 
described the scope and objectives of the SS in detail and requested the potential speakers to focus 
on the same. In absence of any comments or observations on the contents of the poster, it was 
presumed approved by the TT and WG.  
 
7. Dr. Nutchanart further informed that it is a closed session and only invited speakers would make 
presentations. Speakers from Thailand, South Korea, Japan, and Tajikistan have since been identified 
and the respective Executive Summaries are awaited before the final acceptance by the Task Team. 
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To further enrich the proceedings of the SS, International Organizations are also being invited for their 
presentations. 
 
Minutes Item 3: Planning for the Internal Workshop 

 
8. Vice Chair Dr. Vijay Labhsetwar provided an overview of the workshop structure. The Internal 
Workshop will take place during the second session of the Annual Meeting on 11 September 2025. To 
support the WG’s Technical Report, the Vice Chair requested (13 April 2025) Country Reports from 
countries who have not contributed so far. In response, Nepal and Uzbekistan have submitted their 
reports, which are under review. Remaining countries are urged to submit their reports promptly and all 
may start preparing for their presentations in the Internal Workshop. 
 
9. To enrich the proceedings, the Chair proposed an additional theme as “Urgent Issues in Irrigation 
and Drainage in the Asian Region: ASRWG’s Immediate Action Plan” during the 1st virtual meeting in 
March 2025. Contributions from international organizations such as WB, FAO, ADB, and IWMI are 
anticipated.    
 
Minutes item 4: Any other business   

 
10. It was emphasized that the ASRWG holds an important position within ICID, and the need for 
more active engagement and work by the group was expressed. Given above, the action plan of the 
WG needs to be updated for next 3 years and suggestions were sought during the meeting including 
urgent issues needing attention of the WG.  
 
11. Finally, Chair Dr. Watanabe announced that the next virtual meeting would be held in late July 
2025. The meeting was then formally closed with thanks to all the participants.  
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