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MINUTES OF THE 15T VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE
WORKING GROUP ON CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT,
TRAINING AND EDUCATION (WG-CDTE)

24 February 2025, 13:30 Hour (Indian Standard Time)

Strategy Theme: Sustainable Development

Presented by the Chairman

Year of Establishment: 2015 Extended completion of the Mandate: 2027

Members Present: (1) VPH Dr. Mohamed Abd El Moneim Wahba (Egypt), Chairman; (2) Dr. Vijay K.
Labhsetwar (India), Vice-Chairman; (3) Dr. Rajendra S. Poddar (India), Secretary; (4) Mr. Jeff Camkin
(Australia); (5) Ms. Li Ruoxi (China); (6) Ir. LIU Xueying (China); (7) Dr. Narges Zohrabi (Iran); (8) Dr. Shiniji
FUKUDA (Japan); (9) Dr. Behzad Nividi Nassaj (Iran).

Observer: Mukesh Kumar, ICID Central Office.

Website: https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/WG-CDTE

The meeting commenced with a warm welcome from Chair Dr. Wahba. The Chair then invited participants
to introduce themselves. The meeting then followed the agenda as following:

WG-CDTE Minutes Item 1: Brief about outputs of last WG meeting

Chair Dr. Wahba informed the group that the 9th meeting of the working group was held on 05 September
2024 in Sydney, Australia. In the absence of the Chair, Dr. Vijay K. Labhsetwar, Vice Chair conducted the
meeting of the group.

The group reviewed the mandate and membership of the WG: While the mandate of the WG is
comprehensive, much remains to be achieved. Currently the mandate shows activities until 2024 and the
updating was postponed in view of poor attendance. During the meeting, it was informed that Dr. Akie Mukai
(Japan) has withdrawn his provisional membership from the WG. The Central Office may write to the JNC-
ICID for a replacement of Dr. Akie Mukai (Japan) who has withdrawn own his own.

(@) During the meeting, it was noted that the WG-CDTE/ICID signed several MoUs. However, further
discussion could not take place in view of absence of the Chairman.

(b) It was noted that Action Plan (Road Map to ICID Vision 2030) of the WG needs to be updated for
next three years. Proposed activities could be: (i) e-learning program; (2) Webinars; (3) Young
professional training & educational programs; (4) Workshops/Seminars/Conferences, e-Discussions
etc; (5) Cooperation with TF-Women’s Empowerment.

(c) During the meeting, it was informed that Training Program for YPs at Sydney could not materialize
due to financial constraints.

(d) The members noted the ToRs of the Women’s TF during the meeting. Dr. Rajendra Poddar (India)
informed of strong involvement of women in water related initiatives at Water and Land Management
Institute at Dharwad in India where he is the Director of the institute.

(e) The group encouraged professionals/experts from member NCs to join the E-learning programs
organized by various partners and associates.

(f) The members agreed on the importance of the Webinars on the topics, based on the mandate of
the WG. Following suit, Dr Poddar offered to initiate webinars on topics such as ‘Micro Irrigation’ and
‘Soil/lLand Degradation’.

WG-CDTE Minutes Item 2: Discussions towards activation of WG mandate
Chairman Dr. Wahba touched upon the mandate of the WG with the members.

Dr. Wahba shared some ideas for activation of the WG mandate such as:

(a) Utilizing the WG — Website as a platform or data base for exchanging of thesis and papers among
professionals



https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/WG-CDTE
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Utilizing existing Pilot Projects for advanced technologies for Capacity Building
On-site training for Young professional and technical staff

Attracting private sectors in a win-win cooperation for technology promotion
Organizing special training Workshops

(f) Preparing to invite some sponsors for some WG events and activities

(g) Cooperation with partners for Msc and PhD scholarships

(h) Call for sponsors to support African NC's membership in ICID

(i) Research needs and private sectors cooperation - Research development and Utilizing YP’s in
technology promotion — as Part time contributions

(i) Organizing First Young Professional conference on “Irrigation & drainage for sustainable
agricultural”

(k) Organizing exhibitions to promote advanced technologies in Irrigation and drainage.

The Vice Chair Dr. Vijay Labhsetwar brought the attention of the members to mandate: (a) Compile the status
of training and educational programmes offered in different regions; & (b) Compile the Educational Programs
being offered in irrigation and drainage in different regions — an activity undertaken in earlier years. The Chair
had also developed some document attempting to identify gaps in training needs in previous years. He
suggested to not forget the efforts made earlier. Dr. Narges Zohrabi suggested to build capacity development
projects (collecting names, details of training courses in various countries etc). Mr. Jeff Camkin thought that
the above approach is limited to a few countries and has limited scope. He suggested to explore institutions
in The Netherlands (like IHE Delft Institute), Australia, China and India (like National Water Academy) and
liaise with them for training opportunities. He suggested to start small and build on the experience later.
Training opportunities can also be explored with institutions signing MoUs with the WG (next item).

WG-CDTE Minutes Item 3: Status of Signing MoU’s and what is next?

Dr. Wahba emphasized on “what is next?” after signing MoU’s. The members need to utilize any opportunities
to support YP’s and he gave an example for securing 15 scholarships for Master's and PhD students through
a new MoU with Yangzhou Chinese University.

Chair Dr. Wahba further informed about the new MoU'’s in pipeline:

l. National Institute of field crops — Tunisia
Il. Two institutes and Research centres in Uzbekistan
[l Institute in Tajikistan

\A Yangzhou University- China
WG-CDTE Minutes Item 4: Promoting capacity development, training and education

Chair Dr. Wahba suggested the following topics: Al in water resources management (Dr. Behzad Nividi
Nassaj, Iran); Al in irrigation and drainage; Smart irrigation technologies; Areas affected by salinization (Dr.
Rajendra Poddar, India); YP-Thesis webinars and YP- Projects webinar.

After the discussion, the following future actions were proposed:

1. Online Courses:

a. A structured monthly series for young professionals.

b. Topics may include Al in water management, smart irrigation, and sustainable agriculture.
2. Internship Programs:

a. A collaboration with international private companies to provide hands-on training for young
professionals.

3. Database for Research & Publications:

a. Creation of a repository of Master’'s and PhD thesis to facilitate knowledge exchange
among professionals.




Minutes of the 15t Virtual Meeting of WG-CDTE — 24 February 2025 - 13:30 Hours (IST)

e  Future Webinars & Technical Training

o Al and loT Applications in Water Resource Management.
o Sustainable Water Harvesting in Arid and Semi-Arid Regions.
o Water Security and Climate Adaptation Strategies.
o Research Presentations by Young Professionals.
o Next Steps:
o A structured webinar calendar will be developed.
o Young professionals will be invited to present their research and fieldwork.
o Partnerships with private sector companies and universities will be pursued.

e Dr. Narges Zohrabi and Dr Rajendra Poddar wanted to focus on the training for women under
cooperation with TF-Women’s Empowerment.

WG-CDTE Minutes Item 5:  E-learning programs as a Capacity Development Tool
¢ The members discussed the following potential topics:

o Capacity Development Tool
o Organizing of online courses with minimum fees

What may be the role of members and partners + ICID office bearers + YP’s in these activities?
WG-CDTE Minutes Item 6: Dissemination of Knowledge — Website
The members discussed the following aspects:

o Website could be repository of thesis and papers

e Website could be YP data base

o Website could disseminate and promote advanced technologies

¢ Website could host a list of companies working in Water, Irrigation, Drainage fields

¢ Website could be the source of proceedings (output experiences) and projects reports
WG-CDTE Minutes Item 7:  Any other business

The CNCID may provide sponsorship for YP Training during the WIF4 at KL in Malaysia. The meeting ended
with thanks to the Chair.




