INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE

ICID-CIID

FIRST VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON C-EVENTS
Date: 12 June 2025; Time: 13:30 Hours (Indian Standard Time)

MINUTES OF C-EVENTS

Members Present: (1) VPH Dr. Kaluvai YELLA REDDY (India), Chairman; (2) Dr. Céline PAPIN
(France), Vice-Chair; (3) Dr. Gao Lihui (China), Secretary; (4) Dr. Mohammad Alomair (Saudi Arabia);
(5) Ir. Nisreen Sami (Iraq); (6) Mr. Kiran Pramanik (INCID/CWC); (7) Dr. Sharif Mahmudov (TajNCID);
(8) Ms. Li Ruoxi (China); (9) Ir. Nor Hafizah (Iraq); (10) VPH Prof. Rafat Nael (Iraqg); (11) Ir. Noor Aaida
Iraq); (12) Ir. Ariza Redacum (Iraq) and (13) Mr.Mukesh Kumar, Program Officer, ICID Central Office.

Website: https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/C-EVENTS

Item 1: Welcome by Chairman of C-EVENTS

1. VPH Dr. K. Yella Reddy, Chairman of the C-EVENTS welcomed the members/representatives of
the meeting.

Item 2: New mandate of the Committee on EVENTS

2. The new mandate of the C-EVENTS is given below :

a) To encourage NCs to organize ICID events and suggest the right event;

b) To review proposals from the National Committees wishing to hold a future
Congress/WIF/Regional Conference/ Conferences that must make a report to the C-
EVENTS outlining their plans including location, dates, expected attendance, financial
budget, registration fees etc. The Committee will consider these reports and make a
recommendation to PCSO on whether to grant the event to the NC;

c) To deliberate and recommend the Themes, Sub-themes of World Irrigation Forums,
Questions of future Congresses; and Topics for Regional Conferences, Drainage
Workshops, and Micro Irrigation Conferences;

d) To set outaformat and technical contents of the Congresses, WIFs, Regional Conferences,
Conferences, etc;

e) To draw guidelines to make the WG meetings/sessions technically richer and beneficial to
the stakeholders and industries in terms of technical output, Organizing Webinars, virtual
meetings, etc.;

f) To work out the structure of meetings related to IEC, particularly the WGs at the ICID's
Annual Events, to make them more effective;

g) To review the technical outputs and outcomes and suggest follow-ups;
h) To help in the drafting of Statements/ Declarations during the events; and

i) To review the summary report presented by the representatives from previous events,
which includes attendance, financial performance, and recommendations for future
events;

3. Chair apprised the Committee members during the meeting.
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Item 3: Current membership composition of the Committee

4. During the virtual meeting, the Committee noted the following membership based on the past and
future ICID events of the National Committees :

(1) Australian National Committee; (2) Chinese National Committee; (3) French National Committee;
(4) Indian National Committee; (5) Iragi National Committee; (6) Malaysian National Committee; (7)
Nigerian National Committee; (8) Tajikistan National Committee; (9) Saudi Arabian National Committee;
and (10) Secretary General, ICID.

5. Further, it was suggested by Chair that the Committee would be updated on the above according
to the organization of ICID events.

6. The Committee noted that that Vice President Hon. Dr. K. Yella Reddy (India), Dr. Celine Papin
(France) and Dr. Lihui Gao (China) were elected as Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary of the C-EVENTS.

Item 4: Feedback from the Organizers of the past events
a. 75" IEC & 9" Asian Regional Conference, 1-7 September 2024 at Sydney, Australia

Due to the absence, the Chairman Dr. Yella Ready convey the feedback of the 75th IEC & 9th Asian
Regional Conference on behalf of Australian Committee.

Their report says that international participation was not up to the expectation. Only 250 participants
were there and many people have cancelled at the last hour and there was not much income from the
registrations also they said and a low attendance of the women participants in that conference and less
participation of the young professionals.

Low international participation in recent events like the 75th IEC and 9th Asian Conference attributed
to lack of financial support, and recommendations made to seek funding from other ministries.

Lack of financial support from local governments has been identified as a significant barrier to attracting
international participants to events.

Recommendations include engaging other ministries, such as Environment and Culture, to secure
additional funding and support for future events.

Involving diverse ministries could enhance the visibility and importance of irrigation and drainage issues,
potentially increasing participation and funding opportunities.

b. First Middle East Regional Conference, 26-28 February 2024 at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Dr. Mohammad Alomair presented the feedback of the First Middle East Regional Conference.
The First Middle East Regional Conference in Saudi Arabia was a significant success, receiving positive

feedback from participants.

A total of 11 recommendations were formulated during the conference and shared with the Saudi
government to enhance irrigation practices.

The conference emphasized the importance of technology and innovative solutions for improving water
efficiency in irrigation.
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They will provide a summary report of this meeting.
c. 14" International Drainage Workshop, 30 May — 01 June 2024, Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Due to the absence, the Tajikistan representative is expected to provide feedback at the upcoming
meeting.

d. 11" International Micro Irrigation Conference in April 2025, Baghdad, Iraq

VPH Prof. Rafat Nael from Iraq presented the feedback of the 11th International Micro Irrigation
Conference.

Over 1,000 participants attended the conference, representing 28 countries.

The event featured more than 100 speakers who presented a wide range of topics related to micro
irrigation. Numerous recommendations were generated during the conference, focusing on
advancements in irrigation practices and technologies.

And they will make a presentation of the details in Kuala Lumpur meeting.
e. 6" African Regional Conference, 14-18 April 2025, Abuja, Nigeria

Due to the absence, the Nigerian representative is expected to provide feedback at the upcoming
meeting.

Item 5: Preparations and discussions for the future events for the next 3 years

a. 76" IEC meeting & 4™ World Irrigation Forum (WIF-4), 7-13 September 2025, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia

Since nobody from Malaysia attended this meeting, it was suggested to inform the organizers to send
a detailed note on the 'Status on Progress of Preparations of WIF4' to the Chair.

b. 77" IEC meeting and 26" ICID Congress, 12-18 October 2026, Marseille, France

Vice chair Mrs. Celine provide preparations of the 77th IEC and 26th ICID Congress. They want to
change the main title and questions. The new theme focused on "Water and Agricultural Resilience in
the Face of Climate Change. They proposed the congress will feature three main questions, each with
two sub-questions, allowing for a more structured and comprehensive discussion on key topics related
to irrigation and drainage. The modifications in the question structure aim to enhance participation and
engagement, particularly in light of the political context surrounding irrigation in Europe.

Celine proposed that ICID proactively align its Congress timetable with parallel events (e.g., Cairo Water
Week) to prevent scheduling conflicts.

c. 78" IEC meeting and 5" World Irrigation Forum (WIF-5), Beijing, China in September 2027

Mr. Gao Lihui provided the preparations of the 78th IEC meeting and 5th World Irrigation Forum.
Chinese side proposed to reschedule the event from September 2027 to May 2027 due to a significant
meeting occurring during the original dates. Finalization of the event details is pending a meeting with
the new chairman and vice minister to discuss and confirm logistics.

Chinese National Committee has not received the theme of the event, the theme and topics will be
decided during the Malaysia meeting.
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Item 6: Website of the C-EVENTS

7. Chair requested NCs to share the updated information related to annual events like World
Irrigation, ICID Congresses, Micro International Congress, and Regional Conferences as Host who
have organized and will organize the ICID Events so that it can be uploaded on the webpage of the C-
EVENTS.

Item 7: Any other business
71 Indo-Global Irrigation Summit, 24-25 June 2025, New Delhi, India

The International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) is being organised the International
Conference on “Indo-Global Irrigation Summit 2025” as part of its Platinum Jubilee celebrations
under the aegis of Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India, from 24th to 25th June 2025 at New
Delhi. The Summit theme is “Best Irrigation Practices for Water and Food Security,” will focus on
sharing innovations, discussing policies and technologies, and fostering collaboration to ensure
sustainable water management and food security. During the Summit, a large number of
delegates/participants from International Organizations, Ambassadors from Embassies, High-level
Officers from various State Governments, including Public and Private Sectors organizations will attend
the mega event. The total number of about 400 participants will attend the Summit. For more information
of the ICID event, please access Conference website: https://igis2025.icidonline.org

Chair informed the members of the C-EVENTS to contribute and participate on 24" & 25" June 2025
at New Delhi.

7.2 ICID Members' Profile Section: Members were requested to update their information in the
ICID Members’ Profile Section (https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/C-EVENTS)

7.3 Register on World Irrigation and Drainage Schemes (WI&DS): Members were requested to
share this information with their National Committees to enrich the WI&DS.

Iraq Nisreen Sami Usains
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