Minutes of the 76" IEC — ICID ERWG Appendix VI [PCSO Item 7.4]

11 September 2025, 09:00-10:45 Hours
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

MINUTES FOR THE 31ST MEETING OF THE
% ICID EUROPEAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (ICID ERWG)

ICID-CIID PRESENTED BY THE CHAIRMAN

Year of Establishment: 1995

Mandate: The mission of ERWG is to promote awareness about critical ICID relevant water issues at all levels in
Europe and to pay special attention to the environmentally sustainable water management in Europe.

Website: https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/ERWG

Minutes Item 1:  Action Taken Report by Chair

1. President Dr. Marco Arcieri, Chairman of the ERWG briefly presented the report on the action taken on the
decisions and proposals of the European Regional Working Group (ERWG) at its 315 meeting held on September
4 of 2024 at Sydney, Australia.

Minutes Item 2: Membership of WG

2.  No changes in the membership of the RWG were envisaged. Membership status is given in Annex 3, page
21.

Minutes Item 3: Strengthening the membership in Europe

3. The ERWG discussed ways to strengthen ICID’s membership in Europe, addressing the challenges together
with the European member countries and their representatives. They agreed to:

a
b

(a) Develop a stronger and more compelling case to attract new members;

(b)

(c) Create a communication strategy to highlight ICID’s value to European professionals and institutions;
(d)

(e)

Reach out to potential funding sources in government and industry;

d

e

Involve Young Professionals more actively in ICID/ERWG activities;

Promote bilateral cooperation among National Committees, particularly to expand the group’s scope to
coastal flood management;

(f) Enhance the use of social media platforms to engage with the target audience; and

(g) Explore expanding ERWG activities to cover coastal flood management, which is highly relevant to National
Committees in Europe.

4. It was noted that the Associate Members - Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Germany,
Greece, Lithuania, North Macedonia, Poland, Serbia, Slovak Republic, and Switzerland — may be encouraged to
reactivate or renew their membership by rejoining ICID.

5.  Further, additional European countries including Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia &
Herzegovina, Denmark, Iceland, Kosovo, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta, Moldova, Monaco, Montenegro,
Norway, and San Marino may be approached through their respective Ministries of Water Resources or Agriculture
to consider joining ICID.

6. During the meeting, it was noted that efforts are being made by the Netherlands National Committee
(NETHCID) to continue its membership. To re-establish the membership of NETHCID, Dr. Marco held discussions
with officials of the concerned Ministry in the Netherlands.

Minutes Item 4: Road Map to ICID Vision 2030 —Status of Activities relevant to European Region
7. The RWG reviewed the Action Plan of the Road Map to ICID Vision 2030 (refer Annex 2 in the ERWG Agenda)

and focused on strengthening ICID’s membership within Europe. The group members agreed that the focus areas
of the group will continue under the following three goals:
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(i). Strategy B1 — Supporting Development of Appropriate Policies: Disseminate the policy paper within
ICID;

(ii). Strategy C3 — Promoting Regional Cooperation: Prepare ICID Europe brochures — one targeting
Ministries and other institutions, and another aimed at attracting Young Professionals and others to
participate in ICID activities; and

(iii). Strategy F1 — Enhancing Institutional Capacity Development in Member Countries: Share online
the work programmes and activities of National Committees.

8. The Chair, Dr. Marco Arcieri, proposed to nominate one member to be responsible for each of the strategies;
however, due to poor attendance, this could not be carried out.

Minutes Item 5: Seminar/Session related to Agricultural Water Management in Europe

9. It was noted that the French National Committee of ICID, Eau, Agriculture et Territoires (formerly AFEID), co-
organized a three-day Euro-Mediterranean Conference on Wastewater Reuse (REUSE EUROMED 2024) held from
29 to 31 October 2024 in Montpellier, France.

10. The RWG noted that the 7" Eurasian Conference on “Risk-oriented Design and Operation of Infrastructure
Systems: Sustainability Paradigm” will be organized jointly by AMIR Technical Services Company, Azerbaijan State
Oil and Industry University, the International Group on Reliability “Gnedenko Forum” (USA), the International
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID), and Politecnico di Milano (ltaly) from 21-23 October 2025 in Baku,
Azerbaijan. The conference will focus on current research related to the interdependence of infrastructure systems
in the context of sustainable development and security risks arising from natural, technological, and intentional
threats. VPH Dr. Irena Bondarik, Chairperson of the group, will attend the conference and share a brief/outcome
with the group thereafter.

11. Dr. (Mrs.) Irena Bondarik proposed organizing the 12" International Micro-Irrigation Conference (12" IMIC) of
ICID, titled “New Technology and Irrigation Industry Development,” to be held in July 2027 at Kazan, Republic of
Tatarstan, Russian Federation, concurrently with the International Agricultural Exhibition AGROVOLGA. Chair Dr.
Marco discussed the proposal with the members of the group and recommended it to the PCSO for consideration
and approval by the IEC.

12. Chair Dr. Marco suggested that representatives of the European National Committees share information on
their upcoming and held events; among these, Dr. Sebastian Del Sangro Lucas and Dr. Jose Maria Gonzalez Ortega
informed the members of the ERWG about the 40th National Congress of Irrigation held in Albacete, Spain, from
the 11th to the 13th of June; and Prof. Givi Gavardashvili of Georgia gave a presentation on the 12th International
Conference on “Modern Problems of Water Management, Environmental Protection, Architecture and Construction”,
held in Thbilisi, Georgia from 14th to 16th of July. The ICID Central Office will contact the member countries in Europe
regarding the organization of events aligned with the mandate of the ERWG and request them to provide a
brief/write-up, so that these events can be updated on the ICID website for wider dissemination.

Minutes Item 6:  Links with regional and trans-national organizations for co-operation

13. The WG discussed the need to strengthen linkages among relevant organizations in each member country and
also across the European region. In this regard, WG reviewed the list of cooperating organizations, reducing the list
to organizations with a reasonable expectation of collaboration in the coming years. ERWG included 7 National
Water Management Associations, 5 European professional organizations and 5 European Water Management
institutes in the list. WG requested its members/NCs to strengthen linkages and cooperation with these regional and
transitional organizations, as well as to provide details of the contact person(s). Members will deliberate on actions
taken up for interaction and cooperation with these regional and transitional organizations during the future meetings
of the ERWG.

14. During the previous meeting, Dr. Marco Arcieri had briefed the members about the possibility of establishing
cooperation with CIHEAM (Centre for High Agronomic Studies in the Mediterranean), Paris, to develop capacity-
building and training activities for Young Professionals (YPs).

15. President Dr. Marco also shared the draft Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between ICID and the
International Desalination Association (IDA), Rome, aimed at finalizing collaboration for sharing information and new
technologies on seawater desalination for irrigation. The ICID Central Office requested Dr. Marco to share the name
of the key person authorized to sign the MoU. Dr. Marco informed that, following discussions, the Secretary General
of IDA, Dr. Shannon McCarthy, will most likely be the signatory. The ICID Central Office will continue efforts to
finalize and sign the MoU between ICID and IDA to further strengthen the activities of the group

Minutes Item 7:  Activities of Focus Groups of ERWG
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16. At the Sydney (2024) meeting, this item could not be discussed with the members of RWG. During the Vizag
meeting (2023), the RWG decided to have following five Focus groups based on their relevance to Europe such as:
(a) Focus Group on History (WG-HIST) led by VPH Laszlo Hayde (Hungary); (b) Focus Group on Environment (WG-
ENV) led by Mrs. Seija Virtanen (Finland); (c) Focus Group on Sustainable Drainage (WG-SDRG) led by Dr. Irene
Bondarik (Russia); (d) Focus Group on Water Related Risks led by Prof. Klaus Roettcher (Germany) & Mr. Olli-Matti
Verta (Finland) and (e) Focus Group on Irrigation and Drainage in the States under Socio-economic Transformation
(WG-IDSST) led by VPH Peter Kovalenko (Ukraine). These groups were set up to raise matters related to European
viewpoint in the respective work bodies and revert back to RWG on the relevant issues within the scope of focus
groups.

Minutes Item 8:  Proposed workshop of the Working Group

17. At the previous meeting, the group had decided that the proposed workshop on “Groundwater Management
and Seawater Intrusion to Aquifers” may be organized in virtual mode as a European Regional Workshop. Chair Dr.
Marco Arcieri had agreed to take the lead, along with VPH Prof. Laszlé Hayde, in organizing the workshop and
sharing the announcement with the ICID Central Office for circulation among the members of the RWG. However,
as VPH Prof. Laszlé Hayde could not attend the meeting, this activity has been temporarily placed on standby.

18. The ICID Central Office will again request VPH Prof. Laszl6 Hayde to share the workshop announcement and
related details so that the same can be circulated among the members of the group for their information.

Minutes Item 9: Dissemination of activities of WG
Minutes Item 9.1: Website of the Group

19. During the meeting, Chair Dr. Marco Arcieri informed that the ERWG webpage (http://icid-
ciid.org/inner_page/106) has been updated with the membership list, agenda, minutes, paper presentations,
publications, and other relevant materials. He encouraged members to actively participate in the activities of the
RWG and to facilitate the exchange of information, knowledge, and experience, as well as networking on topics
related to the mandate of the Working Group. Members were also requested to provide information, papers, and
presentations related to the scope of work of the RWG to the ICID Central Office for uploading on the ERWG
webpage.

Minutes Item 9.2: Webinar / Web-based Seminar

20. During the meeting, the group discussed the potential of organizing webinars to disseminate relevant
experiences and information on water management in Europe among ICID member countries, as deliberated during
the Kuala Lumpur meeting. It was agreed that the RWG would organize one or two webinars per year in line with
the mandate of the ERWG. Chair Dr. Marco Arcieri requested the members to actively participate in and contribute
to the upcoming webinars of the group.

Minutes Item 10: Any other business

10.1 ICID Members' Profile Section: Members were requested to update their information in the ICID Members’
Profile Section for maintaining up-to-date records.

10.2 Register on World Irrigation and Drainage Schemes (WI&DS): All National Committees (NCs) were
requested to update their available information in the online Register of World Irrigation and Drainage Schemes
(WI&DS), accessible through the ICID website.
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