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 MINUTES OF THE 2ND VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE 
ICID WORKING GROUP ON HISTORY OF IRRIGATION, DRAINAGE AND 

FLOOD CONTROL (ICID WG-HIST) 
09 June 2025, 14:30 hours IST 

 
Strategy Theme: Sustainable Development 

 
Members attended: (1) Dr. Yutaka Matsuno, Chair (Japan); (2) Mr. Gao Lihui, Vice Chair (China); (3) Dr. Sinite Yu 
(Chinese Taipei Committee); (4) Mr. Wang Li (China); (5) Dr. Dai Xiaoping - Young Professional (China); (6) Dr. 
Tsu-Chuan LEE (Chinese Taipei Committee); (7) VPH Dr. Laszlo Hayde (Hungary); (8) Dr. Shivaji T. Sangle (India); 
(9) Dr. Masaomi Kimura (Japan); (10) VPH Chaiwat Prechawit (Thailand); (11) Mr. Ahmet Emirhan Yolcu (Turkey). 
 
Observer: V Prakash, ICID Central Office (India) 
 
Agenda Item 1: Action taken report by the Chair 
 
1. First of all, Chair Dr. Yutaka Matsuno welcomed all the participants to the 2nd virtual meeting of the working 
group and requested them to join the Malaysia meeting. He requested all the participants to make a brief introduction 
about their professional experience, and accordingly, participants introduced themselves. 
 
Agenda Item 2: a.  Brief of the online meeting organized after the Sydney event  
 
2. Dr. Yutaka Matsuno informed the group that during the last meeting, the group discussed the scoping 
document. Chair suggested bringing some sort of publication and papers to promote the history of irrigation, 
drainage, and flood control, and referred to the WG’s publication brought out by the WG and is available on the ICID 
website at https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/WG-HIST  
 

 
b.  Brief of the International Seminar on WHIS Conservation and Development and the Preparatory Meeting 

of the WHIS Association in Guangzhou, China 
 
2. The chair suggested bringing out more case studies/papers and collaborating with international 
organizations like ICOMOS. The 2025 ICOMOS ISC Water Scientific Symposium and Annual General Meeting, in 
collaboration with the Fondazione Romualdo del Bianco and ICOMOS Italia, will be held in Florence, Italy, from 24-
26 November 2025.  Dr. Sinite Yu shared the draft Concept Note of the Symposium with the group members. He 
also informed the group about the proposed partners for the event, viz. FAO (GIAHS), UNESCO (WWDP, IHP, IHE), 
ICID, ICCROM, OECD, UN Development Programme, WWC, WHP, ICOMOS (ISC Water, ISC Cultural Landscape, 
ISC Cultural Heritage, ISC Theophil, SDGWG), ISUWH, World Monuments Fund, WAMUNET, IWA, etc. 
 
3. Dr. Yu further informed that they are preparing for the UN Water Conference 2026 in the United Arab 
Emirates, in Dubai. If ICID would like to be involved and also join together, then they can put the ICID logo in the 
conference and also in the symposium. The ICID Central Office representative proposed to send an email to ICID 
for the same. Dr. Yu will be attending the Malaysia meeting in September 2025 and will provide further updates at 
the meeting. VPH Dr. Laszlo Hayde suggested the strong cooperation between ICID and ICOMOS and requested 
to invite a representative from Indonesia (especially a PhD student who was dealing with the Subak system) and 
also from the Philippines. Mr. Gao Lihui informed that in southern China, they also have many terraces. Last year, 
they had a meeting in Guangzhou, and after the meeting, they had a technical visit to the stronghold terraces. Mr. 
Gao proposed to invite President Dr. Marco Arcieri to the Symposium, and the group agreed to the same. 
 
4. Mr. Gao briefed the group on the organization of the Side Event on “The 1st World Heritage Irrigation 
Structure Conference” to be held on 10 September 2025 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
 
Agenda Item 3: Road Map to ICID Vision 2030 - Status of activities on history of irrigation,  

drainage, and flood control 
 
5. Chair Dr. Yutaka discussed the status of activities on the history of irrigation, drainage, and flood control as 
per the Road Map to ICID Vision 2030 and agreed to update the same at the Malaysia meeting in September 2025. 
A copy of the Vision 2030 document is attached as Annex. 
 
Agenda Item 4: Review of World Heritage Irrigation Structures (WHIS) – updates 
 
6. The chair informed the group that Japan has submitted two nominations. VPH Chaiwat informed that 
Thailand has proposed one nomination, while Mr. Gao Lihui informed that four nominations have been submitted 
for the World Heritage Irrigation Structure (WHIS).  
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Agenda Item 5: ICID Members’ Profile Section updation, if needed 
 
7. Chair requested all members to update their profiles by accessing the WG-HIST website. 
 

Agenda Item 6: World Irrigation and Drainage Schemes (WI&DS) - updates 
 
8. The chair encouraged all members to urge all irrigation and drainage scheme owners, managers, and 
researchers across the world, and especially in their respective countries, to contribute to the register. The review 
process and other details are outlined on the portal <https://icid-ciid.org/inner_page/226> in detail. 
 
Agenda Item 7: Any other business (with permission of Chair) 
 
9. The chair thanked all the members for attending the virtual meeting and proposed to organize the next 
virtual meeting in July 2025. 
 

 
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