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MINUTES FOR 32ND MEETING OF THE 
ICID JOURNAL EDITORIAL BOARD (ICID EB-JOUR) 

11 September 2025, 14:00-15:30 Hours 
11 September 2025, 16:00-17:30 Hours 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Strategy Theme: Irrigation and Drainage  
PRESENTED BY THE CHAIRMAN 

 
Year of Establishment: 1994 

 
Mandate: (i) To ensure with the (Joint) Editor(s) that the Journal is published in accordance with editorial policies; 
(ii) To select and recommend to IEC, through PCTA, the appointment of (Joint) Editor(s), Associate Editors and 
Members; (iii) To review and update editorial policies when required, to conform with the developing ICID objectives; 
(iv) To address and resolve issues pertaining to the Journal; and (v) To review guidelines for authors, manuscript 
reviewers and book reviewers and liaise and coordinate with ICID workbodies. 
 
Members Present: (1) Prof. Jiusheng Li (China), Chairman; (2) Prof. Graziano Ghinassi (Italy), Joint Editor; (3) 
President Hon. Prof. em. Bart Schultz, Editor Emeritus (The Netherlands); (4) Dr. Zhen Wang (China); (5) Prof. Jin-
Yong Choi (Korea); (6) Prof. Keigo Noda (Japan); (7) Prof. Dr. Hwa-Lung Yu (Chinese Taipei Committee); (8) Prof. 
Dr. Yuan-Chien Lin (Chinese Taipei Committee); and (9) Vice President Hon. Dr. W.F. Vlotman (Australia). 
 
Website: http://icid-ciid.org/inner_page/124  
 
Minutes Item 1: Action Taken Report by Chair (from Editor, Chairman) 
 
1. The Chairman’s Report for 2024 was circulated to the members of EB-JOUR prior to the meeting. Key points 
from the report were presented and discussed during the meeting. 

 
2. The Journal’s impact factors stood at 1.9 in 2022, 1.6 in 2023, and 1.7 in 2024. The total number of citations in 
2023 was 2,258, reflecting a 5% increase over the 2020 figure of 2,126. 

 
Minutes Item 1.1:     Special Issues 
 
3. In 2024, a regular special issue, 73.5, for selected papers of the 25th Congress of the ICID on the theme 
“Tackling water scarcity in agriculture” was published. The guest editors were Jiusheng Li, Bart Schultz and B.A. 
Chivate. 
 
4. The following supplemental special issue is in preparation: 

 
Sponsored Special Issue with papers presented in the workshops of the Working Group on Sustainable 
Development of Tidal Areas (SITIDAL3). The guest editors are Hsiao-Wen Wang, Bart Schultz, and Ruey-Chy 
Kao. Seven papers have been accepted or published online. It is expected that the SITIDAL3 can be published 
in 2026. 

 
5. A combined regular special issue commemorating the 75th anniversary of the journal IRD (SI75) and featuring 
selected papers from the WIF4 conference (SIWIF4) is currently in preparation. The guest editors are Jiusheng Li, 
Bart Schultz, and Zhen Wang. To date, five papers have been accepted or published online for SI75, and potential 
contributors have been invited for SIWIF4. The lead guest editor, in consultation with the other guest editors, is 
planning to publish the combined issue as Volume 75, Issue 3. 
 
Minutes Item 1.2:      Virtual Issues 
 
6. M/s. Wiley-Blackwell started with the publication of Virtual Issues (VIs). These are published only online, in 
which papers on a certain topic that have already been published are published together. The first virtual issue was 
published in May 2020. The 17 papers in this issue are based on the SALTMED model that was developed by Prof. 
Dr. Ragab Ragab. 

 
7. A second virtual issue with selected papers by Prof. em. Bart Schultz was published in December 2020. 

 
8. Two virtual issues with selected papers focusing on the modernization of irrigation systems and climate change 
were published in 2022. 
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9. The VIs are published much later than the papers themselves. During the business meeting with Wiley, the VI 
issue was discussed. One concern is that too frequent a VI might interfere with readers' attention to recently 
published articles. Wiley Journals Publishing Manager explained how VIs are not essential; however, they can be 
good marketing tools. Therefore, we do not need to force them, but if we get a good topic, it can be good to create 
a VI. 

 
Minutes Item 1.3:      French resumés 
 
10. All articles in Irrigation and Drainage are published in English, with simultaneous French abstracts. This is a 
unique feature of our journal. Since 8th December 2021, the French text translation has been transferred to the ICID 
CO. Up to 22 September 2025 when the Minutes is being prepared, 437 papers have been sent to the ICID CO, and 
421 papers have been returned to the Chairman with the complete translation of French texts. On average, this 
takes 26 days. On behalf of the Chairman, the efforts of ICID CO are highly appreciated. 

 
Minutes Item 1.4:      Recognition to the reviewers 
 
11. As a convention, 383 guest editors and reviewers during 2024 were recognized in the first Issue of 2025. Some 
of the referees reviewed more than two manuscripts; some of them reviewed both the original and several revised 
versions of a manuscript. Reviewers are also listed in PUBLONS when reviewers wish to do so. 
 
Minutes Item 1.5:      Review process 
 
12. The submission for 2024 was 421 and 400 for 2023. In general, the submission for our journal shows an 
increasing trend. This is mainly caused by the greater interest of authors in publishing their papers in our journal. 

 
13. As of 22 September May 2025, when the Minutes is being prepared, 373 manuscripts have been received. In 
2024, 304 manuscripts were in the same stage. A 20% increase in submission may be expected in 2025 compared 
to that in 2024. 

 
14. In general, the review process proceeds normally. The goal is to control the duration from submission to the 
first decision within three months. This goal has been achieved with quite a few exceptions. 

 
15. The review of the manuscripts that were submitted until 2023 has been completed. For the 2024 submissions, 
5 manuscripts are still in process. Two of these manuscripts are under first-round review. For the 373 submissions 
in 2025, 45 manuscripts have been accepted (in principle), 220 manuscripts have been rejected and 108 
manuscripts are in process. 

 
16. The manuscript submission and review platform, formerly the Scholarly One system, has officially transitioned 
to the new Research Exchange Review system as of March 26, 2025. All Editorial Board members are currently in 
the process of adapting to the new system. Although the overall transition appears to be proceeding smoothly, 
challenges have arisen regarding the checking of the French abstracts within the new system. In 2023, the PCTA/IEC 
approved a proposal for ICID Media to publish French abstracts separately. The Chairman has started to discuss 
the implementation of this proposal with ICID CO. 

 
Minutes Item 1.6:       Best Paper Award 2025 
 
17. In 2024, four regular issues and one regular special issue were published, resulting in a total of 130 papers. 
The Best Paper is selected by the Chairman in cooperation with the Joint Editors, Associate Editors, Editorial 
members, and Editor Emeritus of the Journal. The winners of the ‘Best Paper Award 2025’ were announced during 
the IEC Plenary meeting held on 10 September 2025. The winner paper was titled ‘Assessing multi-sensor hourly 
maize evapotranspiration estimation using a one-source surface energy balance approach’ (Volume 73, Issue 3) 
by Edson Costa-Filho, José L. Chavez, Huihui Zhang from the USA. The Best Paper Award in the form of a citation 
plaque along with a cash prize of US$ 500 has been awarded.  
 
Minutes Item 1.7:       Membership 
 
18. After consulting with the PCTA, the following two issues were identified: 

 
(a) Starting in 2024, the NCs only nominate members, and the Editorial Board determines the role of the 

nominee. 

(b) Associate editors/members who have been silent for more than two years will have their membership 
automatically terminated in consultation with the PCTA. 
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19. Currently, there are 34 people on the Editorial Board: one Chairman (Chief Editor), two Joint Editors, one Editor 
Emeritus, 18 Associate Editors and 12 members. 

 
20. No new nominations were received for the membership of the EB-JOUR for 2025. Membership status is given 
in Annex 3, page 21. 

 
Minutes Item 2: Road Map to ICID Vision 2030: Action Points of Editorial Board 
 
21. The implementation of the Action Points of the Editorial Board with respect to the Road Map to ICID Vision 
2030 was presented (refer to Annex 1) of the Agenda during the Adelaide meeting of the EB-JOUR. In general, 
progress is better than commitment. The milestones of EB-JOUR for the years 2024 and 2025 were discussed with 
the members of the Editorial Board. 
 
Minutes Item 3: Distribution of the Journal among the ICID membership 
 
22. A total number of copies 1154 were distributed to members in 2025 i.e. 1001 ‘Online-only’ subscriptions, 75 
subscriptions as ‘Online + print’ and 78 as ‘print-only’ subscriptions. The ‘Direct Members’ and ‘Young Professionals’ 
(receiving ICID scholarship) have been added to the list receiving the ICID Journal. 
 
Minutes Item 4: Issues related with M/s Wiley-Blackwell 
 
Minutes Item 4.1:   New agreement with M/s. Wiley 
 
23. During the 75th IEC meeting in Sydney, Australia, the IEC/PCTA approved the new agreement between M/s. 
Wiley Blackwell and ICID, effective from 2026 to 2032, with prices maintained at the 2025 level. Wiley has 
incorporated ICID’s comments into the revised Agreement. The updated document by M/s. Wiley incorporating 
suggestion by ICID is awaited. 

 
Minutes Item 4.2:    Promotions from M/s. Wiley 
 
24. The publisher is constantly keeping up with the new developments. This implies, for example: 
 

(a) provide better information related to the submission of papers; 

(b) provision of a list of names of potential reviewers to the Joint or Associate Editors when they handle a 
certain paper; 

(c) possibility to make a video clip to promote a submitted paper; 

(d) better information on the Wiley web page of the Journal to handle the review process, to record progress 
on the submission of papers and to record the downloading of papers by readers. 

 
Minutes Item 5: Any other business  
 
5.1  ICID Members' Profile Section: The EB-JOUR noted the information on ICID members’ Profile Section and 
invited the members to visit the Profile Section for updating their information. 
 
5.2  Register on World Irrigation and Drainage Schemes (WI&DS): This initiative is appreciated.  The members 
of the Editorial Board are encouraged to share appropriate data in the context of ‘Register on World Irrigation and 
Drainage Scheme (WI&DS). 
                            
 
 

 


