Minutes of the 15t Virtual Meeting of WG-LDRG — 5 March 2025 - 19:00 Hours (IST)

MINUTES OF THE 15" VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE
WORKING GROUP ON LAND DRAINAGE (WG-LDRG)
05 March 2025, 14:00 Indian time, 19:00 Australian Eastern Time

Strategy Theme: Irrigation and Drainage

Year of establishment: 2020 Completion of the mandate: 2026

Mandate: (a) To promote drainage as part of integrated water resources management. In this regard
exchange of information, knowledge, and experience among the WG members in order to be up to date
with new developments, methods, and approaches. Prepare and present reports and/or case studies
on recent developments in the countries that are represented in the WG; organize international drainage
workshops; (b) To collect and review manuals, guidelines, codes of practice, and standards on drainage
schemes of various countries and prepare universal draft standards; (c) To promote sustainable
approaches for drainage and related projects through a balanced integration of environmental,
economic, social and cultural aspects. In this regard nonconventional drainage methods such as bio-
drainage, dry-drainage, controlled drainage and reuse of drainage water will be given due attention; (d)
To prepare an overview paper on the state of the art on the topic for publication in Irrigation and Drainage
(IRD); (e) To hold drainage conferences and workshops with collaboration of NCs and close
collaboration to hold two International Drainage workshops (14th and 15th IDW); (f) Collecting data of
the World Drained Area and keep it updated through WG members and NCs information according to
Goal E, Strategy E5 (Compilation of Global Data Sets on Irrigation and Drainage), Clause 5.3 (Datasets
for Drainage Area) of Road Map of ICID Vision 2030.

Website: https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/WG-LDRG

Members present: (1) VPH Dr. Willem Vlotman, Chair (Australia); (2) Dr. Naoko Koshiyama, Vice
Chair (Japan); (3) Dr. Tao Yuan - Young Professional (China); (4) Prof. Wu Jingwei (China); (5) Dr.
Shao-Yiu Hsu (Chinese Taipei Committee); (6) Mr. Sharif Mahmudov (Tajikistan); (7) Dr. Bancha
Kwanyuen (Thailand); (8) Mr. Ardavan Azari (Iran); (9) Ir.Mohd Anuar Musardar bin Yusoff (Malaysia).

Observers: (1) Mr. Mojtaba Akram (Iran); (2) Mr. Yuldoshev Umedjon (Tajikistan)

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 1:  Status of Drainage Country Papers

1. The chair reported on the status of the submission of the country reports. The country report for
Australia has already been posted on the WG website. For the other countries, the papers for Iran,
Japan, Zambia, and India have already been submitted. For Belarus and South Africa, revisions are
needed for the photos and diagrams. Finland is preparing a paper for the meeting in Kuala Lumpur.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 2: Preparation of Guidelines for Drainage Country Papers

2. In order to make it easier to compare information on drainage in each country, the members
confirmed the preparation of guidelines for a drainage country paper. The guidelines will specify the
structure of the report, as well as the quality of figures and storage method for PDF files. As a reference,
a paper from Australia that has already been published on the website was introduced.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 3: For the WG meeting in Kuala Lumpur, request WG-LDRG Malaysia
members to prepare and present a drainage overview

3. Because the Malaysian members were absent from this web conference, the CO will ask them to
prepare a drainage country paper.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 4: Call for organizing the next Drainage workshop (IDW15)
4. CO will contact national committees to enquire about their interest in hosting IDW15. The WG

welcomes topics and papers that focus on drainage in particular at the International Drainage
Workshop.
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WG-LDRG Minutes Item 5: Review the WG-LDRG website (see link above)

5.  The members discussed the issue of the WG's website, where minutes and reports are not
uploaded regularly.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 6: Link WG-LDRG workshop proceedings (Vizag, IDW14) and
publications by members of the WG-LDRG to the LDRG website (i.e.,
have links to those at the WG-LDRG website location)

6. The chair pointed out that it is not possible to find the Vizag meeting and IDW14 proceedings on

the WG’s website. The members agreed that people should be able to access proceedings,

publications, reports, presentations, etc., on it.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 7: Review Mandate

7. The members agreed to finalize a new mandate for the WG by the end of the 2026 mission.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 8: Review book

8. Mr. Akram from Iran introduced the English version of the book “Environmental Drainage”. The
chair pointed out the need to check and correct the hyperlinks in the document. The members confirmed
that this document had been peer-reviewed and was ready for publication.

WG-LDRG Minutes Item 9:  Any other business that participants want to raise

9. Other activities, such as stamp exchanges, were suggested to be communicated among ICID
members.
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