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MINUTES OF THE 45TH MEETING OF THE 
 ICID PERMANENT COMMITTEE FOR TECHNICAL ACTIVITIES (PCTA) 

12 September 2025, 09.00-17.30 hours 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 

Mandate: The Permanent Committee for Technical Activities (PCTA) shall be concerned with all the technical 
activities of the Commission including all publications of ICID. It will be responsible for activities of the technical work 
bodies, for selection of Questions/Themes for Congresses, Conferences, Special Sessions, Symposia, etc., for 
settlement of the technical conclusions thereof and for making appropriate recommendations for action thereon. 
 
Members Present: (1) Vice President Prof. Dr. Sylvester Mpandeli, Chairman (South Africa, 2024); (2) Mr. Satit 
Maneephai (Thailand, 2020); (3) Ms. Li Ruoxi (China, 2021); (4) Dr. Katsuyuki Shimizu (Japan 2024); and (5) Dr. 
R.K. Gupta, Secretary General, ICID 
 
Observers Present: (i) VP Dr. Fuqiang Tian (China); (ii) Mr. Paavan Kumar Reddy Gollapalli (India); (iii) Mr. Lokesh 
Sinram (India); (iv) Mr.J. Mohan (India); (v) Mr. Chanphit (Thailand); (vi) Mr. Preajarphan Seirdu (Thailand); (viii) 
VPH Dr. TSUGIHIRO Watanabe (Japan); (ix) Mr. Peamanee Chansorklin (Thailand); (x) VPH Nor Hisham Mohd. 
Ghazali (Malaysia); (xi) PH Dr. Ragab Ragab (UK); VP Mohd Azmi bin Ismail (Malaysia); (xii) Mr. Jose M. Gonzalez 
Ortega (Spain); (xiii) Ms. Cristina Clemente Martinez (Spain); (xiv) Sebastian Rairundu Sangro Lucas (Spain); (xv) 
Prof. Dr. Ray-Shyan (Chinese Taipei Committee); (xvi) Mr. Mochammad Amron (Indonesia); (xvii) Khosro Uorovati 
(China); (xviii) Chitchaya Tissaro (Thailand); (xix) PH Prof. Bart Schultz (Netherlands); (xx) Dr. Taku Mori (Japan); 
(xxi) Dr. Watchara Suiadee (Thailand); (xxii) Youngyos Neamsub (Thailand); (xxiii) Dr. K. Yella Reddy (India); (xxiv) 
Ir Yuslina binti Hj. Mohd Sani (Malaysia); (xxv) Ir. Nor Hafizah binti Mohd Suhadis; (xxvi) Mr. Gao Lihui (China); 
(xxvii) Prof. Dr. Wenyong Wu (China); (xxviii)  Dr. Jiusheng Li (China); (xxix) Seung Lee (Korea); (xxx) Zhen Wang 
(China); (xxxi) Jin-Yong Choi (South Korea); (xxxii) Moono Shin (South Korea); Dr. Naoko Koshiyama (Japan); 
(xxxiii) Teguh Ungsiadi (Indonesia); (xxxiv) Kenji Miyagawa (Japan); (xxxv) Kenji Ebihava (Japan); (xxxvi) Ruey-Chy 
Kao (Chinese Taipei Committee); (xxxvii) Rasu Svepsahakarn (Thailand); (xxxviii) Dr. W. Vlotman (Australia); (xxxix) 
Eng. Thubelihle A. Thebe (Zimbabwe); (xxxx) Ms. Narges Zohrabi (Iran). 

 
Minutes Item  1:  ATR on the minutes of the 44th Meeting of PCTA 
 
1. The Committee Noted with satisfaction the Action Taken Report (ATR) on the minutes of the 44th PCTA meeting 
held on 06 September 2024.  
 
Minutes Item  2:  Membership of the PCTA  
 
2. As per ICID By-laws 3.9.4 (b), PCTA will be composed of the Secretary-General, who will act as the Secretary 
of the Committee, a minimum of nine and a maximum of fifteen elected members, as well as ex-officio members. At 
present, the membership of PCTA is stood at 8 elected members, excluding Secretary-General. 
 
3. As per ICID By-laws 3.8.1(c), VPH Mr. Ian William Makin (UK) shall be completing his tenure of six years as 
member of PCTA at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia meeting (2025). 

 
4. CNCID has nominated VP Dr. Fuqiang Tian & Dr. WU Wenyong (Chair, WG-NWREP and Secretary General, 
CNCID) and MANCID has nominated VP Dato’ Ir. Mohd Azmi Bin Ismail to serve as a member of the PCTA.  

 
5. As per By-laws 3.5, not more than one nomination from one country may be accepted in a Permanent 
Committee. Accordingly, PCTA Recommended proposal of MANCID for approval of IEC, as Ms. Li-Ruoxi is already 
a member of PCTA from China. 
 
6. PCTA considered the proposals for the membership of various workbodies associated with it and recommends 
their approval by IEC as given in Annex 3, page 21 of the IEC Minutes. 

 
Minutes Item  3:  Road Map to ICID Vision 2030: Review of the Action Plan  

 
7. The Committee recalled that a comprehensive review of the activities under the Action Plan 2017–2021, 
supporting the Road Map to ICID Vision 2030, was undertaken in 2019. The review assessed the effectiveness, 
outreach, and overall progress of the initiatives implemented during the five-year period. It was emphasized that the 
Vision 2030 activities should not remain confined to deliberations within the Working Groups (WGs), but must also 
extend to collaboration with external agencies and professional organizations. Such wider engagement would help 
in broadening awareness, fostering partnerships, and ensuring sustained momentum in achieving the objectives of 
Vision 2030. 
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8. To encourage greater cross-participation and improve interaction among members, the Strategy Theme 
Leaders recommended rationalizing the number of parallel WG sessions. They proposed organizing shorter, 
targeted WG and Regional Working Group meetings, complemented by joint workshops on common areas of 
interest. Increased use of virtual platforms was also encouraged to facilitate internal coordination and reduce overlap. 
The recently restructured WGs are expected to consolidate efforts, enhance inclusivity, and provide opportunities 
for addressing cross-cutting issues more effectively. 
 
9. The Committee acknowledged the pivotal role of the WGs in operationalizing the Vision 2030 framework. By 
aligning their workplans with measurable and outcome-oriented deliverables, the WGs will contribute to the 
development of practical tools, knowledge products, and guidelines. These outputs can be disseminated to National 
Committees (NCs) to support them in meeting their respective national irrigation and drainage priorities. 
 
10. The Committee reiterated that the Action Plan, as articulated in the ‘Road Map to ICID Vision 2030’, is 
conceived as a living, dynamic, and rolling document. It outlines specific actions intended to transform the long-term 
vision into tangible outcomes. The Plan is to be monitored annually and reviewed every three years to ensure 
relevance and responsiveness to emerging needs. Given the central role of workbodies, their continued efforts must 
focus on producing measurable outputs that can be effectively shared with NCs to enable implementation at the 
country level. 
 
11. In line with the revised structure of the Working Groups, each WG will prepare its respective Action Plan and 
present it accordingly. The Committee will deliberate on the mechanism for updating the Action Plan for the next 
three-year period, ensuring alignment with the activities of WGs functioning under the four Strategic Themes. The 
Committee will also consider suitable approaches to strengthen implementation and enhance progress toward the 
defined goals 
 
12. The PCTA reaffirmed its role in periodically reviewing the Action Plan to monitor progress made by the WGs 
and ensure that their work remains aligned with the objectives of Vision 2030. 
 
Minutes Item  4:  International Research Program for Irrigation and Drainage (IRPID) Scheme 
 
13. The Committee noted that National Committees have been requested to establish Regional Nodes within the 
framework of the Revised ICID Research & Innovation for Development (IRPID) Scheme adopted at the 67th IEC 
Meeting (2016), vide Resolution IEC-3/67 and notified through Notification No. 16 of 2016 dated 27 April 2016. 
These Regional Nodes are intended to enhance regional cooperation, strengthen knowledge exchange, and support 
innovation by acting as focal points for capacity development, research collaboration, and field-level dissemination 
of best practices. 
 
14. The Chair of the Advisory Committee for IRPID (AC-IRPID), Vice President Prof. Dr. Sylvester Mpandeli, who 
also serves as the Chair of PCTA, presented the report of AC-IRPID for its review and consideration.  

 
15. PCTA informed that the two Nodes, namely the Beijing Regional Node and the Southern Africa Regional Node, 
had proposed to establish a partnership between them. During the meeting, it was agreed that the two Nodes should 
work together, and a formal Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) would need to be established. 

 
16. The Committee informed that the Southern Africa Regional Node has produced several research outputs, 
including scientific papers, book chapters, and conference/workshop proceedings, based on the four ongoing 
projects. The second IRPID–Southern Africa Regional Node Workshop is planned to be held in November 2025 in 
Pretoria, South Africa.  

 
Minutes Item  5:  Review of reports of the activities of Workbodies under the Strategy Theme – Irrigation 

and Drainage 
 

17. The Chairpersons of the Working Groups (WGs) and the Co-Theme Leaders of the Strategy Themes briefed 
the Committee on the activities undertaken by their respective workbodies during the reporting period and presented 
their recommendations for the Committee’s review and consideration. In the absence of a WG Chair, the report was 
presented by the member who chaired the respective WG meeting. 
 
Minutes Item 5.1: Working Group on Irrigation Water Management & Development (WG-IWM&D) 
 

18. Dr. A.K. Randev, the Chair of the WG, presented the report of the WG-IWM&D. During the meeting, Dr. Tasuku 
Kato (Japan) made a presentation under a new title, “Adaptation and Mitigation for Climate Change in Irrigation 
Sector – case studies Introduction”. Chair Dr. Randev requested Dr. Kato to complete the paper in light of the query 
and discussion among the WG members and submit it to the Chair/ ICID Central Office.      
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19. During the meeting, Prof. Jianxin Mu (China), Dr. Mo Yan (China), and Dr. Zhao Weixia (China) agreed to 
prepare either position/ overview/ technical papers and present them during the next WG meeting. 
 
Minutes Item 5.2: Working Group on Non-Conventional Water Resources and Environment Protection  

(WG-NWREP) 
 

20. Dr. Wu Wenyong, the Chair of the WG presented the report of the WG-NWREP. The group under the leadership 
of Dr. Wenyong Wu brought out the “Guidelines for Irrigation with Reclaimed Water” and released in the Open 
Ceremony of the 4th World Irrigation Forum (WIF4).  The electronic version of the document is available on the WG-
NWREP website at https://icid-ciid.org/icid_data_web/GuidelinesforReclaimedWater2025.pdf 

 
21. Under supervision of President Dr. Marco Arcieri, Dr. Wenyong WU was elected as the Chair, Dr. Tasuku Kato 
was elected as the Vice Chair, and Dr. Yaqi Hu was elected as the Secretary of the WG-NWREP.  
 
Minutes Item 5.3: Working Group on Land Drainage (WG-LDRG) 
 

22. VPH Dr. Willem F. Vlotman, Chair of the WG presented the report of the meeting of the WG-LDRG. He informed 
the PCTA that WG-LDRG accepted appointment of a new Secretary (Dr. Shao-Yiu Hsu, Chinese Taipei Committee). 
Dr. Vlotman informed that country papers from Australia and the Netherlands are available online while Iran, India, 
Japan, and Zambia have been contacted to provide papers. He also received a country paper from Bangladesh 
which is under review. Finland also submitted a paper during the Kuala Lumpur meeting. Dr. Mojtaba Akram 
announced the launch of his new book, "Environmental Drainage," published by ICID.  
 
Minutes Item 5.4: Synthesis Report by Co-Theme Leaders of Irrigation and Drainage 
 

23. The Co-theme Leaders VP Dr. Watchara Suiadee (Thailand) presented the report, while taking stock of the 
progress of WGs in achieving the activities identified under the Action Plan of the WBs under ST Irrigation and 
Drainage. They briefed the PCTA about the publications brought out by WG-IWM&D, Research publication 
presented by WG-NWREP and Country papers submitted by Australia, Netherlands, and Bangladesh under WG-
LDRG and extension of its Work Plan till 2027. 
 
24. PCTA recommended the above proposals for approval of IEC. 

 
Minutes Item  6:  Review of reports of the activities of Workbodies under the Strategy Theme - Natural 

Resources 
 

Minutes Item 6.1: Working Group on Water Harvesting for Managing Water Scarcity (WG-WHMWS) 
 

25. VPH Hisham Ghazali, Chair of the WG presented the report of the meeting of the WG- WHMWS. Chair of WG 
informed the PCTA that Members from each country were requested to prepare a Country Report related to water 
harvesting for the 2026 meeting, which will be held in Marseille, France.  
 
26. The Working Group is planning to organize a Technical Workshop during the 2027 meeting, which will be held 
in Beijing, China.  

 
27. In its final year of the six-year planning period, the Working Group is expected to produce a publication, e.g., 
Guidelines, Handbook, or special publication on water harvesting. 
 
Minutes Item 6.2: Working Group on Sustainable Regeneration of Coastal Environment (WG-SCER) 

 
28. Dr. Ruey Chy Kao, Chair of the Working Group (WG), presented the report of WG-SCER. The WG organized 
an international workshop on “Groundwater Development and Management in Coastal Zones: Addressing Land 
Subsidence and Salinization Risks” on 7 September 2025 at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. During the workshop, eight 
papers were presented by participants from Bangladesh (1), The Netherlands (1), India (2), Indonesia (2), Malaysia 
(1), and the Chinese Taipei Committee (1). 
 
29. Chair Dr. Kao informed the PCTA that, under the Road Map to ICID Vision 2030, the status of activities on 
Sustainable Coastal Environment Regeneration had been reviewed. Six tasks were identified and assigned to 
members to achieve the objectives of the Working Group. 
 
Minutes Item 6.3: Working Group on Water Food Energy Nexus (WG-WFE-N) 
 

30. President Hon. Prof. Dr. Ragab Ragab, Chair of the WG, presented the report of the WG-WFE_N meeting. 
Chair informed the PCTA that the International Workshop of the group jointly organized with IWMI-India and the 
South African National Committee of ICID on the theme ‘Implementation of the Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus 
for Building Resilience, Adaptation, and Sustainable Socio-Economic Development’ was held on 7 September 2025.  

https://icid-ciid.org/icid_data_web/GuidelinesforReclaimedWater2025.pdf
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31. PCTA has been informed that the working group discussed and reviewed the three-year rolling plan in line with 
the mandate of WG-WEF_N. The group’s activities for 2025, 2026, and 2027 were identified in accordance with the 
Road Map to ICID Vision 2030. 

 
32. Chair of the WG informed that the WG plans to organize an international workshop during the next year i.e. 
2026 in Marseille, France  
 
Minutes Item 6.4: Working Group on Irrigation and Drainage in the States under Socio-Economic Transformation 

(WG-IDSST) 

 
33. PCTA has been informed that the WG-IDSST elected the following members as Chair, Vice Chair, and 
Secretary of the restructured new WG-IDSST:  

 
Chair:  Dr. Pongsak Suttinon (Thailand) 

Vice Chair:  Dr. Yawen Chiueh (Chinese Taipei Committee) 

Secretary:  Dr. Katsuyuki Shimizu (Japan) 
 

34. The group proposed that Dr. Pongsak Suttinon from Thailand will prepare the Scoping Document by the end 
of November 2025. Once the document is completed, it will undergo a review by the working group members prior 
to its submission for approval to the PCTA/IEC. 
 
Minutes Item 6.5: ICID Journal Editorial Board (EB-JOUR) 

 
35. Prof. Jiusheng Li, Chair of the EB presented the report of the meeting of the Editorial Board. He informed the 
PCTA that the Journal’s citation index has remained stable, with impact factors of 1.9 in 2022, 1.6 in 2023, and 1.7 
in 2024, supported by a 5% increase in total citations compared to 2020. The followings are the details of regular / 
expected journals:  
 

(a). Regular issues  

(b). Regular special issues  

(c). Supplemental / sponsored special issues (expected in 2026) 

(d). Commemorative special issues  

(e). Virtual Issues (VIs) published online 
 

36. Regarding Editorial Board membership, EB-JOUR reaffirmed that National Committees may nominate 
members while the roles will be assigned by the Editorial Board, and silent members (inactive for over two years) 
will have their membership automatically terminated in consultation with PCTA. The Board currently comprises 34 
members, and no new nominations were received for 2025. Overall, the Committee expressed satisfaction with the 
continued improvement in efficiency, visibility, and scientific contribution of the Journal. 
 
37. PCTA was informed that during the 75th IEC meeting in Sydney, Australia, the IEC/PCTA approved the new 
agreement between M/s. Wiley Blackwell and ICID, effective from 2026 to 2032, with prices maintained at the 2025 
level. Wiley has incorporated ICID’s comments into the revised Agreement. The updated document incorporating 
suggestion by ICID will be shared by M/s Wiley with ICID. 
 
Minutes Item 6.6: Task Force to Guide ICID Inputs to World Water Forum 11 (TF-WWF11) 
 

38. PH Dr. Saeed Nairizi, Chair of the TF presented the report of the meeting of the TF-WWF11.  He informed the 
PCTA that, “Water and Food Security", "Gender issues in irrigation and drainage", "Water conflicts in the agricultural 
sector", "Price of water in agriculture", "Groundwater and surface water" as well as, "smart water management" and 
"artificial intelligence in Irrigation and Drainage", etc. are amongst the possible areas for ICID's contributions to the 
Forum. 
 
39. He further informed that VPH Alireza Salamat is proposed to be officially designated as ICID representative to 
be the coordinator of 1 theme for the WWF11.  

  
Minutes Item 6.7: Task Force for Updating and Maintenance of Multilingual Technical Dictionary (TF-MTD) 
 

40. VPH Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe, Chair of the TF presented the report of the meeting of the TF-MTD. He further 
informed the PCTA that all 25 Chapters of the MTD have been allocated to the various working groups related to 
subject matter. Dr. Watanabe reported that THAICID successfully completed the translation of the Multilingual 
Technical Dictionary (MTD) into Thai and developed a web-based application with support from the Royal Irrigation 



Minutes of the 76th IEC Meeting  Appendix IX ─ PCTA [IEC Item 10.3] 

 

 

81 

Department. The Thai version of the MTD website and its corresponding smartphone app were presented and 
introduced to TF members. 

 
Minutes Item 6.8: Synthesis report of Co-Theme Leaders of Natural Resources 
 

41. The Co-theme Leaders VP Prof. Dr. Sylvester Mpandeli (South Africa); and VP Dato ‘Ir Mohd Azmi Bin Ismail 
(Malaysia) presented their report, while taking stock of the progress of WGs in achieving the activities identified 
under the Action Plan of the WBs under ST Natural Resources. He presented his findings on Guiding Principle & 
Key Issues, Key finding and Challenges, Road Ahead, Way Forward and Recommendations and conclusions. 

 
Minutes Item  7:  Review reports of the activities of Workbodies under the Strategy Theme – Climate 

Change and Impacts 
 

Minutes Item 7.1: Working Group on Water Resources Management under Changing Climate (WG-CLIMATE) 
 

42. Dr. Ray Shyan Wu, the Chair of the Working Group presented the report of the WG-CLIMATE. He informed 
that for the ICID Road Map, detailed work plan has been finalized. 4 Tasks have been identified and assigned to the 
working group members. Dr. Ray Shyan Wu further informed the PCTA about the publication “Guide to Innovated 
Irrigation and Drainage Management under Changing Climate,” brought out by WG-CLIMATE (in PDF version). The 
electronic version of the publication is available on the ICID website at https://icid-
ciid.org/icid_data_web/ClimateChangeGuideBook2025.pdf 
 
43. An International Workshop on “Irrigation Water Sustainability and Food Security under Climate Change" was 
organized by WG-CLIMATE on 7 September 2025 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, during the 4th World Irrigation Forum 
(WIF4).  
 
Minutes Item 7.2: Synthesis report of Co-Theme Leaders of ST Climate Change and Impacts 

 
44. The Co-theme Leader VP Dr. Tian Fuqiang (China) presented their report, taking stock of the progress of WGs 
in achieving the activities identified under the Action Plan of the WBs under ST Natural Resources. He also inform 
the PCTA that a Working Group contributed for the book “Guide to Innovated Irrigation and Drainage Management 
Plan under the Climate Change” published by the ICID.  
 

Minutes Item  8:  Review of reports of the activities of Workbodies under the Strategy Theme – Sustainable 
Development 

 
Minutes Item 8.1: Working Group on Institutional and Organizational Aspects of Modernization of Irrigation 

Development and Management Supported by Value Engineering (WG-I&OMVE) 
 

45. Mr. Taku Mori, the Chair of the WG presented the report of the WG- I&OMVE.  He further informed the PCTA 
that Roadmap to ICID vision 2023 has been prepared. He also presented the action proposed during the next 5 
years i.e. Road Map till 2030.  The Chair would take the lead to start the 1st year series of webinars, with a tentative 
title “Emergency Financing for Irrigation following Disasters: case study in Japan” to be held by the end of 2025. 
 
Minutes Item 8.2: Working Group on History of Irrigation, Drainage and Flood Control (WG-HIST) 

 
46. Dr. Yutaka Matsuno, Chair of the WG presented the report of the first meeting of WG-HIST. 
  
47. He informed the PCTA that this year 23 Schemes have been recognized under WHIS; China (4), India (4), Italy 
(4), Japan (2), Malaysia (1), South Africa (4), Thailand (1), Turkey (1), and Uzbekistan (2). Accordingly, WG-HIST 
members should be included from all these countries which are registered to WHIS. It was informed that the first 
World Heritage Irrigation Structures Congress during the 4th World Irrigation Forum (WIF4) on 10 September 2025 
in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) was launched by the National Committees of China, Japan, and Malaysia.  
 
Minutes Item 8.3: Working Group on Capacity Development, Training and Education (WG-CDTE) 

 
48. VPH Dr. Mohamed Wahba, Chair of the WG, presented the report of the meeting of WG-CDTE. A Training 
Program for Young Professionals was held on 11 September 2025 on the theme “NextGen Water Leaders: 
Innovating for Sustainable Irrigation Futures.” The training was organized into three sessions featuring nine 
speakers, with a total of 20 participants in attendance. The session themes included: (i) Visioning the Future of 
Irrigation, (ii) Smart Technologies and Innovation in Irrigation, and (iii) Community-Driven Irrigation and Nature-
Based Solutions. 
 
49. The Chair of WG-CDTE informed the PCTA that the Working Group had reviewed the status of activities under 
the Action Plan (Road Map to ICID Vision 2030), aimed at assisting National Committees (NCs) in enhancing their 
capacities and addressing knowledge and skill gaps. These activities include Young Professional training and 

https://icid-ciid.org/icid_data_web/ClimateChangeGuideBook2025.pdf
https://icid-ciid.org/icid_data_web/ClimateChangeGuideBook2025.pdf
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educational programmes, workshops, seminars, conferences, e-discussions, information sharing (through webinars 
and other web-based activities), knowledge dissemination, and the development of e-learning materials.    

 
Minutes Item 8.4: Task Force on Women Empowerment in Water Management (TF – WEWM) 

 
50. Dr. Narges Zohrabi, Chairperson of the Task Force, presented the report from the 3rd meeting of TF-WEWM. 
The Committee was informed that the International Workshop and Side Event of TF-WEWM on ‘Women Participation 
in Water Governance and Management’ were jointly organized by Malaysian National Committee on Irrigation and 
Drainage (MANCID) on 7 September 2025 during the WIF4, at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

 
51. She also informed that the Task Force would organize the second International Workshop of TF-WEWM during 
the 26th ICID Congress to be held in October 2026 at Marseille, France. The Workshop will focus on the WEF Nexus 
in collaboration with the WG-WFE_N and will include a panel discussion and a ‘women in water breakfast’ event. 
 
Minutes Item 8.5: Synthesis Report by Co-Theme Leaders on ST Sustainable Development 
 

52. The Co-theme Leaders VP Mr. Bruno Grawitz (France); VP Dr. Vadim Sokolov (Uzbekistan); and VP  
Dr. Gaforzoda Bakhrom Abdulfiz (Tajikistan) presented their report, while taking stock of the progress of WGs in 
achieving the activities identified under the Action Plan of the WBs under ST Sustainable Development.  

 
Minutes Item  9:  Newly Proposed Workbodies 

 
53. The Committee recalled that, in accordance with the improvements approved under Annex R2.2 of Resolution 
IEC-2/63 by the 63rd IEC meeting held in Adelaide, Australia (June 2012), the establishment of a new workbody or 
the extension of an existing one, upon completion of its tenure, requires the submission of a Scoping Document 
(SD). The SD outlines the objectives, current knowledge status, work plan, and relevance of the proposed activity, 
and is used to assess interest from National Committees (NCs), thereby enabling PCTA to recommend actions that 
prevent overlap or duplication with existing workbodies. 
 
54. The Committee further noted that during the 36th meeting of the PCTA held in Chiang Mai, Thailand (2016), 
concerns had been raised regarding limited participation in certain Working Groups. It was then recommended that 
unless at least 10 NCs formally express their support, such a group should be established only as a Task Team 
(TT). 
 
55. The 68th IEC meeting held in Mexico City (2017) endorsed these recommendations, confirming that a new or 
extended WG would be approved only if supported by at least 10 NCs through nomination of experts. Accordingly, 
Scoping Documents for proposed workbodies must be circulated among all NCs to gauge their interest and support. 
 
56. In line with ICID’s Road Map, Working Groups are encouraged to actively seek partnerships of ICID with 
relevant international organizations and reflect such collaborations in their work planning. 
 
57. The Committee noted that following the recent restructuring process, the thematic scope and classification of 
WGs have been streamlined, reducing their total number. The Committee discussed whether emerging topics not 
adequately covered by the existing consolidated WGs warrant the creation of new WGs, or whether the mandates 
of the current WGs could be expanded to address such areas. 
 
58. The Committee Noted that after a brainstorming session among professionals from National Committees, 
Creation of following two new Working Groups are suggested: (i) WG on Smart Technologies and Remote 
Sensing Applications for Sustainable Agriculture, and (ii) WG on Desalination and Reuse in Agricultural 
Water Management. After deliberation, the Committee recommended the creation of above two provisional Working 
Groups, subject to the circulation of their Scoping Documents among NCs for confirmation of adequate support. 
 
Minutes Item  10:  Report on the Outcome of Fourth World Irrigation Forum (WIF4) 
 
59. Chairperson, MANCID, Ir Yuslina binti Hj. Mohd Sani presented the outcome of the fourth World Irrigation 
Forum held from 8-10 September 2025 at Kula Lumpur, Malaysia. The Committee noted that about more than 500 
delegates from more than 40 countries participated in the Forum, which was inaugurated by Datuk Seri Haji 
Mohamad bin Sabu, Hon’ble Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, Malaysia. Various global leaders 
from International and UN organizations graced the event and delivered the message of sustainable irrigation water 
management to achieve water and food security. The event witnessed presentation of ninety-nine numbers of 
technical paper presentations besides various keynote addresses by eminent speakers. Four International 
Workshops and Seventeen number of Side Events were held concurrently with the twenty technical sessions of the 
Forum. 
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60. During the event, Dr. Gao Zhanyi from China was honoured with the 4th World Irrigation Drainage (WID) Prize 
in recognition of his distinguished services and remarkable contributions in irrigation and drainage sector. 23 World 
Heritage Irrigation structures from 9 countries have been recognized under WHIS-2025. WatSave award in all four 
categories and Best Paper award were also presented to the winners. 

 
61. The third HLAG meeting was held on the theme “Resilient Agriculture for a Secure Future: Modernizing 
Irrigation, Revitalizing Infrastructure and Safeguarding Communities” on 8 September 2025. The HLAG was 
attended by the H.E. Datuk Seri Haji Mohamad bin Sabu, Minister of Agriculture and Food Security, Govt. of 
Malaysia, H.E. Dr. Shavkat Rakhimovich Khamraev, Dy. Minister of Water Resources, Ministry of Water Resources, 
Republic of Uzbekistan, Senior Officers from Iran, Nepal, Japan, Korea, China, Tajikistan, Iraq, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, World Bank, Asian Development Bank, UN-Food and Agricultural Organisation, World Water Council, 
International water Management Institute and ICARDA. A Joint Declaration “Kuala Lumpur Joint Declaration” was 
signed. 

 
62. Govt. of Malaysia through Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security fully supported the event. 
 
63. PCTA appreciated the Govt. of Malaysia (Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security) and MANCID for well 
organizing the event. 
 
Minutes Item  11:  ICID Members’ Profile Section 
 
64. The Committee noted that, as part of ICID’s 70th Anniversary celebrations, a new website (https://icid-ciid.org) 
was launched in 2021 incorporating enhanced web technologies and user features. Members of the Working Groups 
have been provided with individual login credentials to access and update their personal profile pages. The portal 
allows members to upload their photograph, contact information, brief profile, publications, areas of specialization, 
and other relevant professional details. Instructions for accessing the portal and resetting passwords were earlier 
shared with members through the link https://icid.bmeurl.co/C7D4D2E. 
 
65. Members were once again requested to review and update their respective profiles at the earliest to ensure 
that the ICID database remains current, accurate, and reflective of their latest professional information. 
 
Minutes Item  12:  Register on World Irrigation and Drainage Schemes (WI&DS) 
 
66. The Committee was apprised of ICID’s initiative to establish an online Register of “World Irrigation and Drainage 
Schemes (WI&DS)” aimed at documenting the development of irrigation projects globally. The Register will serve as 
a comprehensive repository of information on systematic irrigation and agricultural water management. Irrigation 
projects with a Gross Command Area of 5,000 hectares or more are eligible for inclusion in the Register, subject to 
approval by the respective National Committee or the ICID Central Office, upon which they receive certification. 
Members were encouraged to actively promote this initiative by motivating irrigation project authorities, managers, 
and researchers—particularly from within ICID member countries—to contribute data. The facility is also available 
to non-member countries when submissions are made through an authorized agency. Details on the review process 
and submission guidelines are available on the portal at https://wip.icidevents.org/. 
 
67. The Committee further urged both member and non-member countries to register eligible irrigation projects in 
WI&DS, noting that the Register currently includes 177 structures contributed by member countries. 
 
68. The Committee emphasized the need for continued efforts to populate the Register with available information 
so as to strengthen the global database and enhance its outreach and utility 
 
Minutes Item  13:  Tenure of Chairpersons, Vice Chair and Secretary of ICID Work Bodies & Committees 
 
69. The Committee noted that the Management Board (MB_2_2025) had approved the proposal to establish a 
fixed term of three years for the positions of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Secretary, particularly for Working 
Groups of a long-term or permanent nature. The decision aims to ensure regular rotation of leadership and provide 
opportunities for wider participation among members. 

 
70. The Committee further noted that this decision will apply to the following Working Groups under PCTA and 
PCSO: 
 

(a)  African Regional Working Group (AFRWG) 

(b)  American Regional Working Group (AMRWG) 

(c)  Asian Regional Working Group (ASRWG) 

  

https://icid-ciid.org/
https://icid.bmeurl.co/C7D4D2E
https://wip.icidevents.org/


Minutes of the 76th IEC Meeting  Appendix IX ─ PCTA [IEC Item 10.3] 

 

 

84 

(d)  European Regional Working Group (ERWG) 

(e)  ICID Young Professionals e-Forum (IYPeF) 

(f)  Working Group on Capacity Development, Training and Education (WG-CDTE) 
 

71. The Committee noted the above information and agreed that the proposal, as approved by the Management 
Board, be placed before the International Executive Council (IEC) for its endorsement. 
 

 
❖❖❖❖❖ 


