
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE FIRST VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE 
ICID TASK FORCE FOR UPDATING AND MAINTENANCE OF 

MULTILINGUAL TECHNICAL DICTIONARY (ICID TF-MTD) 
16 JULY 2026, 14:30-16:00 HOURS (IST) 

 
Year of establishment: 2016 

 

Mandate: (a) To identify priority chapters and terms frequently referred/ consulted by AWM professionals; (b) To 
consult/invite professional organizations to collaborate in enriching chapters/terms; (c) To identify experts/work 
bodies to review terms/chapters; (d) To encourage NCs in preparation and building of additional translations along 
with English/French; (e) To identify interesting pictures/diagrams suitable to illustrate various terms, where required, 
and (f) To make it accessible on web/ mobile.  
 
Members present: (1) VPH Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe, Chair (Japan); (2) Dr. A.K. Randev (India); (3) VPH Dr. Willem 
Vlotman (Australia); (4) VPH Mr. Chaiwat Prechawit (Thailand); (5) Ms. Mary Jean M. Gabriel (South Africa); (6) Dr. 
Masaomi Kimura (Japan) 
 
Website:  https://icid-ciid.org/wbody/TF-MTD   

 
Minutes Item  1: Action taken report by the Chair 

 
1. Chair VPH Dr. Watanabe presented a brief report on the actions taken in response to the Task Force's 
decisions and proposals from its previous meeting, held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on September 11, 2025. 
 
2. The Chair reported that the nominations of VP Dr. Watchara Suiadee and VPH Mr. Chaiwat Prechawit to the 
Task Force by the Thai National Committee on Irrigation and Drainage (THAICID), which had been approved at the 
previous TF meeting, were formally endorsed by the PCSO and the IEC at the 76th IEC Meeting held in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, on September 11 and 13, 2025, respectively. 
 
3. VPH Mr. Chaiwat Prechawit introduced himself to the TF members and shared an update on the progress of 
the development and revision of the Thai version of the MTD website and its corresponding smartphone application, 
with support from the Royal Irrigation Department of Thailand. 

 
Minutes Item  2: Progress of the Survey on the Working Groups’ Views Regarding the MTD Update 

 
4. In accordance with the decisions made at the TF meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Chair VPH Dr. Watanabe, with the 
assistance of Dr. Kimura, requested each Working Group to provide its views on the future direction of the MTD 
and, should an update be undertaken, its preferred chapter of responsibility. The request was sent on January 26, 
2026. Unfortunately, only a few Working Groups submitted responses regarding their intentions. The Chair reported 
the comments received from the Working Groups, together with several personal opinions that have also been 
submitted. 
 
5. In light of these circumstances, the Chair invited TF members to share their views on the future direction of the 
MTD, its overall structure, and the approach to updating each chapter. TF members exchanged views on a wide 
range of issues, including the future management of the MTD, the allocation of responsibilities among the 
reconstructed Working Groups, the effective collection of inputs from the Working Groups, the importance of 
maintaining the MTD as an authoritative reference resource for AI-assisted applications, and the effective use of 
the MTD website as a platform for sharing multilingual terminology and translation practices. 
 
6. Following the discussion, the Chair summarized the views of the TF as follows: 
 a) The TF considered that it would not be appropriate for the Task Force alone to determine the nature and 
future direction of the MTD and requested that the Permanent Committee for Technical Activities (PCTA) carefully 
deliberate on this matter. 
 
 b) The TF recognized that, in light of recent technological developments, the rapid growth in available 
information, and the effort required for maintaining and managing the MTD, its current structure and information 
management framework should be reorganized in the near future. 
 
 c) At the same time, the TF agreed that, at least until the 2027 IEC meeting, it would be appropriate to maintain 
the current structure and continue the current arrangements. 
 
 d) The TF suggested that the PCTA consider not only the future direction of the MTD but also, if the current 
structure is to be maintained for the time being, the allocation of responsibilities among the Working Groups for 
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updating the terminology in each chapter. The TF considered that the detailed assignment of chapters could 
continue to be coordinated by the Task Force. 
 
7. It was agreed that the Chair would prepare a draft proposal to the PCTA based on the above discussion and 
circulate it to the TF members for review before submission. 
 
Minutes Item  3: Any other business 
 
There was no particular discussion. 
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