Minutes of the 15t Virtual Meeting of TF-WWF11 — 25 March 2025 - 15:30 Hours (IST)

MINUTES OF THE 1ST VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE
TASK FORCE TO GUIDE ICID INPUTS TO
11™ WORLD WATER FORUM (TF-WWF11)

25 March 2025, 15:30 Hours (Indian Standard Time)

Members attended: (1) PH Dr. Saeed Nairizi (Iran); (2) VPH Mr. Alireza Salamat (Iran); (3) Dr.
Wenyong Wu (China); (4) Dr. Ray Shyan Wu (Chinese Taipei Committee); (5) VPH Dr. Tsugihiro
Watanabe (Japan); (6) Dr. Katsuyuki Shimizu (Japan); (7) VP Dr. Sylvester Mpandeli (South Africa); (8)
Mr. Lance Gore (ADB); (9) Mr. Salman Maher (FAO)

Observers: (i) Mr. Khosro Saedi (Iran); (ii) Mr. V Prakash, ICID Central Office (India)
TF-WWF11 Minutes 1:  Introduction by PH Dr. Saeed Nairizi

1. ltis very important for ICID to attend the 11th World Water Forum with full capacity. PH Dr. Nairizi
believes we could demonstrate ICID’s role and performance in water and food security all over the world
as agriculture is the main user of water.

2. We would also like to take the benefit of mutual discussions and contributions with international
organizations and agencies active in the water business to work together and bring up the results in the
WWF11. We are also expecting the National Committees of ICID and relevant Working groups to
contribute and jointly work and present their outcomes. PH Nairizi mentioned that water is not solely a
business of an international agency, and all relevant organizations should work in close cooperation
with each other, e.g., IWA, GWP, ICOLD, IWMI, FAO, WMO, etc. He stated that ICID should act and
provide a platform for other international agencies to connect and perform joint actions within the
framework of the forum.

TF-WWF11 Minutes 2: General information about WWF11

3. VPH Alireza Salamat stated that the 11th World Water Forum will be held in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, probably in March 2027, but the month may change. This host country was elected during the
sixth World Water Council Governors meeting in Istanbul, Turkey, in February 2024. The theme of this
event is “Action for a better future”. Further information on the sub-themes and thematic sessions have
not been posted on WWC’s website yet. Our goal, similar to previous times (WWF9 and 10), is to
promote ICID’s role in the forum, and in this concern, we will be asking for one or two thematic sessions
to present one of two main subjects ICID deals within the framework of the forum’s priorities.

4. One of our priorities is to prepare an action plan for ICID to actively attend WWF11 in Riyadh and
VPH Salamat stated that he is working on it.

5. Mr. Salman Maher also added that on 14 and 15 April 2025, the WWF11 kick-off preparatory
meeting (1st stakeholders meeting) will take place in Riyadh. Rather than political and
regional processes, the thematic sessions are connected with ICID’s role and action. The kick-off
meeting will be a good opportunity to initiate the design of the forum, and we would need to take
effective roles in the meeting to define and investigate the role of ICID. If ICID could lead a full theme,
it would be an achievement, and we would need to work on it. As mentioned by Mr. Salman, 6 themes
have been initially proposed yet to be worked on as follows:

(a) Water Security

(b) Water Finance

(c) Water Diplomacy

(d) Water for Human and Nature
(e) Value of Water

(f)  Innovation for Water

6. Dr. Nairizi mentioned that it would be perfect to have ICID’s representative attending the kick-off
meeting of the 11th WWF11m Riyadh. He recommended that the Secretary General to attend the
above-mentioned meeting. Based on the decisions of the kick-off meeting, we would need to revisit our
responsibilities and roles for the upcoming forum. We would need to present ICID WG's activities.
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7. Mr. Prakash mentioned that the Secretary General will be in Nigeria for the 6th African Forum and
he would probably not be able to attend the kick of meeting while Prof Watanabe stated that as virtual
meeting has been also considered for Nigeria event, SG could manage to attend the WWF11 kick of
meeting first then move to Nigeria. Mr. Prakash will pass this message to SG to see how ICID could act
to take benefit of ICID’s presence in the kick-off meeting.

8. Mr. Salamat mentioned that we would also like to ask ICID to send our correspondence to
relevant international organizations, ICID National Committees, and Working Groups to contribute
whenever the themes and thematic sessions have been confirmed. All WWF 11 task force members are
also asked to contribute to this event.

TF-WWF11 Minutes 3: ICID contribution to WWF11 and members feedback

9. The Participants of the meeting supported the initiative and decisions made and emphasized
ICID’s effective role in WWF11 by attending the kick-off meeting of WWF1. Reaching the organizers of
the forum and notifying them of ICID’s interest to be a topic and sub-theme coordinator is important.
We need to keep ICID on WWF11’s radar to receive updates regularly, and ICID would need to take
this role.

10. As suggested, it is necessary to be engaged from the very first steps by dispatching high-rank ICID
officials to the kick-off meeting. Taking the benefit of other international organizations was also
recommended.

11. The Working Group on Climate change is prepared to contribute to the forum.

12. ICID is not a member of the Governing Board of WWC, and this has to be considered to be further
worked on.

13. The Chinese National Committee will certainly contribute to the 11th WWF.

14. PH Nairizi mentioned that we can not manage water problems by solely focusing on irrigation
issues at the national, regional, or even at global level. We need to get other international organizations
dealing with water use in a way on board. He suggested preparing a document in close cooperation
with other relevant international organizations on “How next generations should look after water wisely”.
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