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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 

 
        

FIRST VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE WG-WEF-N (Nexus)  
 

Date: 30 June 2026; Time: 14:30 Hours (Indian Standard Time) 
 

Minutes of WG-WEF-N (Nexus) 
 

Members Present: (1) President Hon. Prof. Dr. Ragab Ragab (UK), Chairman; (2) VPH Dr. K. Yella 
Reddy (India), Vice-Chairman; (3) Dr. Ming-Che Hu (Chinese Taipei Committee), Secretary; (4) Dr Lu 
Hui (China); (5) Mr. Yukiya Saika (Japan); (6) Dr. Piyatida Ruangrassamee (Thailand); (7) Mr. Chaisri 
Suksaroj (Thailand); (8) Mr. Lokesh Sinram (DHAM Foundation, India); (9) Eng. YU Lei, Young 
Professional (China); (10) Prof. Jigyasha Rai Yangkhurung (Nepal); (11) Prof. Mrs. Zeinab Behairy 
(Egypt); (12) Dr Kaijing Yang (China); (13) Prof. Dr. Xiaojun Wang (NHRI, China) and (14) Mr. Mukesh 
Kumar, Program Officer, ICID Central Office. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Minutes Item 1:  Welcome the Participants  
 
Chairman President Hon. Prof. Dr. Ragab Ragab welcomed participants and shared the meeting 
agenda. 
 
Minutes Item 2: Update on current activities (The Best Workbody award application, the    

WG workshop, Marseille, France, October 2026)  
 
The WG-WEF_N submitted an application for the Best Performing Work Body Award on June 11. Vice 
Chair VPH Dr. K. Yella Reddy led preparation of the application, incorporating inputs from members, 
especially the South African team.  
 
A workshop is scheduled for October 13 in Marseille, France, as part of the Congress. 10 full papers 
have been received from international organizations, including FAO and ICARDA. The papers have 
been peer-reviewed and are ready for potential submission to the Journal of Irrigation and Drainage. 
The proceedings will be sent to the central office for production in PDF and limited printed formats. 
Central office requested early submission of the draft proceedings, preferably at least two months 
before the France event, due to heavy Congress workload. Digital proceedings will be uploaded to the 
ICID website. Limited hard copies, estimated at fewer than 20, are requested for speakers and 
preferably to be available during the Congress/IEC in France. Mr. Mukesh Kumar from the central office 
will coordinate proceedings production and logistics. 
 
Minutes Item 3: WG 3 Years Plan progress, milestones, deliverables 
 
 Items 1 & 2: Water Use Efficiency and Climate Change Impacts 

 
Overview documents have been completed. The documents are available on the ICID website. 
 
 Item 3: Model Applications in the WEF Nexus 

 
Original contributors are no longer active. The South African team agreed to lead completion of this 
document. Members from EMI and IIT Kanpur with relevant expertise may be added to support the 
work. 
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 Item 4: Case Studies 

 
Dr. K. Yella Reddy is leading this item. The document will compile case studies presented at past 
workshops and the upcoming workshop in France. The 10 papers submitted for the Marseille workshop 
are all case studies and can be included. 
 
 Items 5, 6, 7 & 8: Workshops, Seminars, and Webinars 
They are completed. 
 
 Item 9: Capacity Building and Training 

 
The South African group, including Luxon and Sylvester, is actively conducting training workshops and 
courses. A physical workshop for 50 students is planned for August. Dr. Luxon will provide a note on 
the upcoming training course for inclusion in the meeting minutes. 
 
 Item 10: World Water Forum 10 

 
Completed in May 2024. Dr. Yella Reddy represented the group. 
 
 Item 11: Desalination within the WEF Nexus 

 
This activity was suggested by Dr. Marco. Write to Dr. Marco to remind him of the pending activity. 
 
 Governance and Role of Women in the Nexus 

 
Ongoing activities are being led by Dr. Nargis from Iran on women’s contribution to water resources 
and nexus governance. Workshop preparation is underway. A leaflet and presentations had been 
shared previously. Connectivity issues and war-related constraints in Iran are limiting participation and 
creating timeline pressures. The group expressed support and well-wishes to Iranian colleagues. 
 
Minutes Item 4: Suggestions for new activities  
 
 Working Group Mandate, Closure Document, and Future Direction 

 
The current Working Group mandate ends in 2027. A closure document is required to summarize work 
conducted since 2019. All members are expected to contribute to the closure document before the ICID 
2027 meeting in China. If continuation of the Working Group is proposed, a scoping study will be 
needed. The future direction of the Working Group will be discussed at the next meeting in Marseille, 
France. The topic will be added to the France meeting agenda. 
 
 Webinar Proposal on Climate Change and WEF Nexus 

 
A proposal was made to hold a webinar focused on climate change impacts within the WEF nexus. The 
topic and highlighted regional impacts is proposed such as: Mountain runoff, Urban floods, Energy-
related issues, Broader climate adaptation challenges. Dr. Wang is involved in an international 
symposium and contributes to the Chinese national climate change adaptation report aligned with the 
IPCC AR6 period. Dr. Wang agreed to speak at the webinar. It was suggested that another colleague 
contributing to IPCC-related work should also be invited. Vice Chairman Dr. Reddy will coordinate with 
Dr. Wang. The webinar should include excellent speaker profiles and be widely circulated to attract a 
large audience. Discussion also covered whether to include FAO. 
 
Minutes Item 5: Any other business 
 
 Meeting Closure 
 
Members were thanked for their participation. The next meeting is anticipated in Marseille, France. 
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